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Staunton Bows To 
Virginia Tech Frosh 
In First Home Game 

Fumbles Prove Costly To 
Blue and Gol<t Eleven 

Taking advantage of five costly Saun- 
ton Military Academy fumbles, the fresh- 
man team of-Virginia Polytechnic Insti- 
tute eked out an eight to six victory 
over the cadets at Kable Field last Fri- 
day. 

After a slow start the game built up 
to a thrill-packed fourth quarter featured 
by Larry Spencer's eighty-yard dash with 
Captain Al Vedder's short pass to put 
the Hilltoppers back into the running. 
However, the baby Gobblers protected 
their narrow lead by stalling on ground 
plays until time ran out. 

The S.M.A. line, vastly ipmroved over 
the sieve that operated last week against 
the Washington and Lee freshmen, forced 
Dick Kuhn to punt at the outset of the 
game, but Tommy Woolsey made the 
first of his three fumbles to give V.P.I, 
a first down on the Blue and Gold-24. 
Hard running Dean Boyle pushed the 
Gobblers to the S.M.A. 4, but the cadets' 
forward wall held the "T" formation 
attack of the freshmen. The Staunton 
running attack sparked by Spencer's 22- 
yard jaunt ground out three successive 
first downs to the 44 before Woolsey 
fumbled again. 

The two teams seesawed back and 
forth the gridiron until midway %i the 
second period when Vedder heaved a fifty 
yard pass to fleet Tim Green to the 17. 
However, the cadets lost a golden op- 
portunity to score as their attack stalled 
on the V.P.I. 13. The Techmen got their 
passing attack functioning later in the 
quarter when two passes from Bob John- 
son to Cam Luczak penetrated to the 
S.M.A. 25, but the Staunton line held 

(Continued on Page Four) 
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Colonel Howard Hunter, 
Is Assistant Commandant 

Colonel Howard Hunter is the assistant 
commandant for S.M.A. during the 
school year 1948-1949. 

Colonel Hunter was born in Holyoke, 
Massachusetts, and spent his early life 
there. He later attended local schools and 
prepared for West Point. He graduated 
from the United States Miliary Acad- 
emy at West Point as a second lieuten- 
ant in 1931. He joined the Army and 
served at various stations and training 
centers in the United States. Later he 
was stationed in parts of Panama and 

Hawaii. 
During World War II, he saw active 

service in the European Theater of Op- 
erations. When he returned to the United 
States, he took over the position of as- 
sistant commandant here. 

Colonel Hunter is married and has two 

sons—ages fourteen and fifteen. His 
present home is in Richmond, Virginia. 
Colonel Hunter retired from the Reg- 
ular Army in  1946. 

Remaining Games 
Football Schedule 

Oct.    9 Bullis School  - Home 
Oct. 16 Valley Forge, M.A Home 
Oct. 23 Manlius   School 

Manlius,  NY. 

Oct. 30 OPEN 
Nov.    6 Greenbrier, M. S. 

Lewisburg, W.Va. 
Nov. 13 Massanutten, M.A Home 
Nov. 20 Admiral Farragut  Home 
Nov. 25 (Thanksgiving)   F.U.M.A. 

Fork Union, Va. 

Home Games at 2 :00 p. m. 

Superintendent  Extends 
Greetings  To  The   Corps 

To   the   Young   Gentlemen   of    the 
Corps of  Cadets— 

The Academy extends to each one 
of you a welcome and a hearty greet- 
ing. May your year be successfull 
and happy and may your accomplish- 
ments be great. 

To the old cadets, I wish especially 
to say that we are glad to see you 
again and will expect continued pro- 
gress in mental development, physical 
activity and fitness, and in the up- 
building of fine character and per- 
sonality. We look to you old boys to 
strengthen the high tone of the 
Academy, to set a good example, 
and to provide a correct quality of 
leadership. 

To the new cadets, we realize that 
you are undergoing a major change 
in your whole mode of living. For 
the first time, you have left at home 
your parents, your friends, your old 
associations. You are undergoing a 
great readjustment. Get into the 
Spirit of S.M.A. Make a record in 
this first year that both you and your 
parents will be proud of. 

TO ALL OF YOU: Remember 
that best results come from greatest 
effort. Work hard and never give up. 
The instructors and staff are always 
ready and willing to assist and help 
you in every one of your problems. 
Build up and maintain a strong loyal- 
ty to the Academy—and know that 
your own character and actions be- 
come a part of next year's tradition. 

DO YOUR BEST—AND GOOD 
LUCK! 

EARL MCFARLAND, 

Brigadier General, U. S. Army, Ret. 
Superintendent. 

Department of English 

Dramatic Club Plans 
Include Two Plays 

The Dramatic Club is getting under 
way with Cadet Frederick Sperry filling 
the positionof president and cadet James 
Ross as secretary and treasurer. 

Major Smith is the faculty advisor 
with Lieutenant Cannaday and Captain 
Whitlock assisting him. The executive 
committee is composed of cadets Lollis, 
Hughes, and Trow. 

The Dramatic Club plans to present 
two or more plays, the first one falling 
as close to December third as possible. 

The two plays are "In the Zone," and 
"The Trysting Place." It possible, the 
club also plans to conduct a variety show 
every month as was done several years 
ago. 

Although there are already thirty-two 
cadets   in   the   club,   more   are   needed. 

Cadet Y.M.CA. To Hold 
First Meeting Sunday 

The Y.M.CA. of the Staunton Mili- 
tary Academy will hold its first meeting 
of the school year on Sunday night in 
the  s4hool  library. 

A cordial invitation is extended to old 
and new cadets to attend this meeting. 
The activity carried on in this organiza- 
tion deserves the wholehearted support 
of the Cadet Corps. 

Captain J. R. Hodges will be the 
faculty adviser of this year's club. Cap- 
tain Hodges is in the English Depart- 
ment and has had very extensive work 

in  this  field. 
The members of the Y.M.CA. will 

have the privilege of hearing interesting 
lectures from outside speakers, and will 
be able to discuss subjects of interest 
with the proper authorities. 

Capt.  Hodges Lt.  Mabbett     . *     Lt.  Taylor Lt.  Lacy 
Lt.   Col.  Webb Col.   Brice Capt.   Sterrett 

English Department 
Composed of Seven 
Experienced Teachers 

Col. M. M  Brice, B.S., M.A., 
Heads The Department 

(Editor's   note:   This   article   will 
inaugurate a  series on the different 
deparments   of   the   school.   In   this 
way all  teachers, both new and old 
will be introduced \o the new cadets 
and  the  old  boys  who  are   not  ac- 
quainted with them.) 

The English Department, probably one 
of the most important departments at the 
academy,  is  composed  of   seven  experi- 
enced teachers, four of whom are teach- 
ing at S.M.A. for their first year. They 
are  Col.  M.  M.  Brice, the head of the 
department;    Lt.    Col.    W.    B.    Webb; 
Capt.    Douglas    Sterrett;    Capt.   J.    R. 
Hodges,  Lt.  Joseph  Mabbett,  Lieut.   O. 
W. Lacy, and Lt. B. Taylor. 

Colonel Marshall M. Brice 
Colonel Brice, a well known figure 

on the S.M.A. campus, was born in 
Whiteoak, South Carolina. After grad- 
uating from high school, Colonel Brice, 
in order to receive his B.S. and M.A. 
degrees, attended Clemson College, 
Columbia University, the University of 
Wisconsin, and the University of Vir- 
ginia. 

After   coming   to   Staunton   in    1920, 
(Continued on Page Two) 

Dedication of Memorial 
Gateway To Be Held 
Next Friday Morning 

The dedication ceremony of the John 
T. Wieland Memorial Gateway will be 
held next Friday, October 15. Addresses 
will be made by Maj. Gen. E. Walton 
Opie, Editor, of Staunton and Maj. Gen. 
Richard J. Marshall, Superintendent of 
Virginia Military Institute. Further de- 
tails of the ceremony will be published 
to the Corps later. 

The gateway is the gift of Mrs. J. A. 
Walls of Baltimore, Md., in memory of 
Lieut. John T. Wieland, United States 
Navy, who was killed during the War in 
the South Pacific. Lieutenant Wieland 
graduated from  S.M.A. in 1935. 
 o  

Shelf In Library Set Aside 
In Honor of Late Capt. Wuest 

To continue the special interest of the 
late Captain Charles Brown Wuest of 
the History Department S.M.A., in the 
deeper study of English History, Miss 
Showalter, the librarian, has set aside 
a shelf for material relating to this 
subject. Several books have been con- 
tributed to this shelf, the latest addi- 
tion being, "Gardiner's Outline of Eng- 
lish Architecture," a subject which had 
a particular appeal to Captain Wuest. 
This book was donated by Col. F. W. 
Brabson, head of the History Depart- 
ment. 

Are You A Make?    If Not, Why Not? 
Leadership Finally Determines Whether One 
Is Made An Officer or NCO, Says P. M. S. & T, 

The thing that determines whether or 

not you are an NCO or an officer is 

your Leadership. Leadership is an in- 
tangible thing that .cannot be precisely 
defined because not all leaders have all 
of the same attributes. However, there 
are certain attributes that every leader 
must have. (These may come naturally 
but usually they have to be acquired.) 
Among these are character, knowledge 
and the ability to instruct others. In or- 
der to be able to instruct others the leader 
must have a thorough knowledge of the 
subject. To ensure that this desirable 
condition exists good leaders always pre- 
pare, themselves by reviewing in advance 
the paragraphs they are going to teach. 
A military unit trains on the same prin- 
ciple as any team. Each man must know 
his job; there must be perfect teamwork; 
and there must be good substitutes when 
replacements are needed. By habitual and 
thorough preparation a substitute often 
turns out to be better than the leader he 
replaced and thus earns for himself a 
permanent promotion. 

In order to be able to effectively in- 
struct others the leader must possess cer- 
tain other attriubtes besides a thorough 
knowledge of his subject. He must have 
self discipline. If he cannot disicipline 
himself, he cannot expect to exert a 
favorable influence on others. He must 
have enthusiasm and a keen interest in 
every man in his unit. He must always 
appear smart, alert, and efficient, and 
show pride in the appearance and per- 
formance  of  his unit. 

In order to make sure that no out- 
standingly capable cadets are overlooked 
in the makes the PMS&T is this year 
using a system whereby each cadet gets 
an aggregate number, made up of his 
score  in each  of  the  following: 

1. Academic   average. 
2. Military Science grade. 
3. Conduct. 
4. ROTC  Qualifying Test   (for  Sen- 

iors only). 
5. Squad, Platoon or Company Test. 
6. West  Point  Physical  Fitness  Test. 

(Continued on Page Four) 

Cadets on 1948-49 
Honor Committee 
Are Appointed 

Represent Corps in Governing 
Its Honor Code 

The Honor Committee for Staunton's 
1948-'49 school year has been officially 
established by Colonel Strock to provide 
a medium through which the cadets may 
govern their own honor system which is 
now in full effect. 

The cadet officers and non-commission- 
ed officers who constitute the Honor 
Committee are: Cadet First Captain 
William R. Edwards, President; Captains 
Gerald Allen, Don Arnette, Gerald Ava- 
nozian, Kin Boyd, Alexander DeVolpi, 
John Gilbert, Kalezis D. Kalezis, Jack 
Stewart, and William Tilley. The non- 
commissioned officers are Richard Bland, 
Charles Hughes, Roy Nunn, Phillips 
Peter, and Robert Sorrels. 

This is the Honor Code of the Corps: 
1. Under the Honor Code, I bind my- 

self on honr to carry out the fol- 
lowing specific obligations : 
(a) All official reports made by me 
will be on Honor. 
(b) I will refrain from accepting 
assistance from any source what- 
ever when doing Honor .'written 
work. 
(c) I will refrain from giving 
any assistance to anyone doing 
Honor written work. 
(d) I will attach an "On Honor" 
pledge to all Honor written work. 
(e) I will report any violations of 
the Honor Code seen by me. 

2. I will act honorably in all the re- 
lations of cadet life, and under- 
stand that lying, cheating, stealing, 
or breaking my word of honor un- 
der any circumstances is a violation 
of the Honor Code. 
 o  

Cotillion Club Organizes 
Cadet Committee Appointed 

The Cotillion Club at S.M.A. was 
recently organized by Colonel Webb to 
present dances for the year 1948-49. The 
cadet staff of the club was appointed 
this year instead of being elected as it 
has been in the past. 

The committee was appointed accord- 
ing to rank. Two members returning 
from last year are Jonela, S., and Allen, 
H. The other seniors are: Edwards, 
W., Driscoll, R., Stewart, J., Avanozian, 
G., Allen, G., Boyd, R., and DelaCourt, 
T. Two ranking juniors were picked also : 
Nunn, R„ and Peter, P. 

The committee members all belong to 
the Cotillion Club and have the responsi- 
bilities of planning and running the 
dances. They do the hard work and get 
credit for the good dances. The mem- 
bership fee is $15.00 for all the dances 
which includes four formals and six in- 
formals. 

The advisory staff for this year is Col- 
onel Webb, assisted by Major Dove and 
Lieutenant Sentman. 

Halloween and Thanksgiving 
Dances Are Next on Schedule 

Two more dances will be held before 
Christmas furlough. The first one, the 
Halloween dance, will be an informal af- 
fair held on October 30th in the large 
gymnasium. Special decorations and re- 
fresments will be included. Cadets and 
dates may dress in appropriate costumes 
for the occasion. 

The second dance will be the Thanks- 
giving formal on Monday, November 
26th. Orchestras for the dances are not 
known  at  this time. 
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FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 8,  1948 

Saludos, Amigos 

Well, fellows, it's another year begun— 
another milestone in our life. Some of us 
have been here for a long time; and to 
others this is their first year, but we all 
have one thing in common—to see this 
year through and in many cases, grad- 
uate. 

But the way the year passes is one 
thing dependent on you; you are the 
one that will make this school year suc- 
cessful academically, athletically, and 
socially for yourself. It is you alone who 
will determine whether it was worth 
the trouble for your parents to send you 
here. Yes, you can only get out of this 
academy what knowledge and enjoyment 
you try to get out of it. 

Let's therefore make it a point to go 
forward in the face of discouraging diffi- 
culties, like the football team does when 
we cry out,  "strive on to victory." 

And to the "rats" who have several 
years to graduate we can only say that 
next year you will be the old boys who 
must lead a new group of "recruits" into 
a military life. 

As for the military life, you may 
someday find yourself in the army, mak- 
ing it even more important for you to 
work harder. 

And so it is, after passing along a few 
words of advice, THE KABLEGRAM now 
welcomes you all—old boys and new— 
saludos, amigos. 
 o  

To The New Boys 

To all new boys I would like to ex- 
tend a welcoming hand and a few point- 
ers toward a successful year. 

You are now in Staunton—one of the 
finest military "prep" schools to be found. 
Your happiness and success here will 
depend largely upon how you meet the 
days—one  by  one. 

Your roommate is an important factor. 
This is most likely his first year away 
from home, too; so try to get to know 
him. Cooperate with him in the way 
you keep your room, be considerate. 
Don't disturb him when he wants to 
study. When you can, show an interest 
in him and his problems. 

In your room make a rule of putting 
everything you have back in its place as 
soon as you have finished using it. This 
keeps the quarters in order and makes 
policing up for inspection much easier. 

Take time to write home regularly. 
Your letters need not all be long. A few 
lines will be deeply appreciated by those 
who may be making a sacrifice to have 
you here. And they'll write more fre- 
quently. 

Listen carefully to orders; read the 
bulletin boards; do what you have to do 
as soon as it can be done. Be familiar 
with the regulations. 

Keep busy! There is nearly always 
something worthwhile to do. And there 
is a definite time to do everything. Play 
when you play, and work when you work 
Don't read funny books when you should 
read school books. 

Develop the habit of getting to work 
on lessons promptly. Get ready before 
the bell  for "CQ"  rings.  Learn how  to 

Lieutenant Benjamin Taylor, one of 
the new English instructors here at 
Staunton is now organizing a bowling 
team with hopes of making it a perma- 
nent sport here. The club has been 
granted the use of the alleys at the 
local Y.M.C.A., by Mr. Tubbs, the mana- 
ger. 

In order to gain practice, the bowling 
competition will be intramural. Later, 
if possible, the five highest scoring cadets 
will be organized to oppose other teams. 

Lieutenant Taylor would like to have 
the average of each member of the team 
for three games before starting actual 
competition. After that is completed, not 
every cadet will bowl during each prac- 
tice day. 

A schedule will be made at the Y.M. 
C.A. by Mr. Tubbs to give every boy a 
chance to bowl  regularly. 

Cadets Vie For Positions 
On The Kablegram Staff 

Spanish Students 
Organize   Club 

Under the direction of Lt. Michael 
Zarelli, a club dedicated to the study of 
the Hispanic language and culture has 
been  founded. 

At the first meeting, activities were 
discussed and elections were held. The 
results of the elections are as follows: 
Areces, R., President; Fernandez, A., 
Vice-President; Parachini, A., Secretary; 
and Fenton, W., Treasurer. 
 o  

The Model Railroad Club 

The Model Railroad Club is starting its 
second year at Staunton. Until an election 
is held by the members, Cadet Barone will 
be acting president. Several new items 
are going to take place for the club's 
benefit this year. First, a new location 
must be found for the club's general 
headquarters. The club also plans to build 
a railroad layout of H. O. gauge which 
will be started as soon as a new location 
can be procured. 

Lt. Sentman. the new faculty advisor, 
is taking the place of Major Green, who 
held  the position  last  year. 

Last Sunday the club went on a trip 
to Clifton Forge. During their visit they 
went through the roundhouse and work- 
shops of the Chesapeake and Ohio Rail- 
road. 

The Blue Knights Orchestra 
Is  Planning Big Year 

Reports from the Blue Knights, the 
cadet orchestra, sound very good. Major 
W. W. Cave, the faculty supervisor, has 
promised a better band than last year 
with more novelty, more engagements, 
and perhaps a vocalist from Mary Bald- 
win  College. 

Behind this promise are the able musi- 
icans: Jim Boole, the leader of the 
Knights, at the piano; Learned and Simp- 
son at the trumpets; Hughes at the trom- 
bone ; Major Cave, Wieziolowski, Allen, 
a ndTotnlinson in the sax section; Leach 
at the bass; Blount at the accordion; and 
McNamee, Glover, and Forgette in the 
percussion section. The position at the 
guitar is open, so if you have any talent 
along that line, see Major Cave at once. 
The positions that are undecided are third 
trumpet, whish is between Freeland and 
Slade, and second slide horn, for which 
Mack   and   Otto   are   competing. 

Among the newcomers in the Knights, 
"Whiz" Wieziolowski, hailing from 
Scranton, Pa., has been playing for five 
years, and for two years has been a 
member of "Big Jim" Petrillo's A. F. of 
M. while Bill Tomlinson, a post-grad at 
S.M.A., has had eight years of experi- 
ence. As far as the Knights have gone, 
they look very good. 

study. Many a cadet has stayed on the 
Headmaster's list by an occasional hour 
of stud}' in the afternoons. Establish now 
the reputation for being a good student. 
Keep out of night study hall. A month 
of loafing and a poor record is hard to 
correct. 

Take an interest in some sport. Get 
on one or more of your company's 
teams. Increase your knowledge of fami- 
liar sports; learn a new one. An athlete 
is developing leadership. A leader is in 
line   for   promotion. 

If anything goes wrong, if you think 
you are not getting a square deal, seek 
the help of your faculty advisor. Pitch 
in with all you have and make your 
year in S.M.A. a good one. 

For this first usse of THE KABLEGRAM 

the different cadets listed in the masthead 
were appointed temporarily to the posi- 
tions on the editorial staff listed next to 
their names. All other students who wish 
to obtain these editorships or become re- 
porters will have a chance to try out on 
later  issues  of  the  paper. 

To become a reporter for an}' one of 
the departments, one must first write four 
stories which are accepted in their orig- 
inal form. To obtain the bronze keys, 
which are issued at the end of the year, 
a reporter nvast write at least ten un- 
rewritten articles and at the same time 
continue to write for the larger part of 
the school year on the staff. 

Those who have already won their 
bronze key need only to turn in the same 
number of stories to garner a silver key 
and finally a gold key with their third 
year on the staff. These keys are awarded 
at THE KABLEGRAM Banquet, which is 
held several weeks before commence- 
ment. 

Cadets are still needed to fill the many 
open positions such as reporters, typists, 
rewriters, and editors. All those who wish 
to join should attend the next regular 
meeting. 

Camera Club Elects 
Officers and Notes Plans 

The Camera Club, under the super- 
vision of Capt. Whitlock, held a meeting 
and elected its officers. Small was 
elected as President; DeVolpi, as Vice- 
President; Harmon, as Secretary and 
Treasurer; Bob Epstein as Dark Room 
Manager. 

The members are as follows: Small, 
DeVolpi, Harmon, Epstein, Kassover, 
Swayze, Rawlings, Luneski, Karst, 
Smith, Kakoyannis, Ogden, Mahoney, 
Trimmer, Blackwell, Echols, Runyan, 
Heimbach, and  Morrison. 

The club has many plans for activi- 
ties during the year. Among these are: 
The showing of Army training films on 
dark room technique, lectures on proce- 
dure by authorities from the City of 
Staunton, and contents among the mem- 
bers for superior photographs of subjects 
connected with S.M.A. 

Col. Strock is very much interested 
in the Camera Club as photography is his 
hobby and it has been unofficially an- 
nounced that some of the pictures for the 
Shrapnel will be taken by the club under 
his supervision. 
 o  

"Charlie" Ellis Is 
Head  Football Coach 

Colleges Still In 
Crowded  Condition 

.Headmaster Advises Seniors 
About Entrance Procedure 

The Headmaster advised this reporter 
in an interview this week that the crowd- 
ed conditions in colleges and universities 
still obtain, and that admission next Sep- 
tember for the session, 1948-49, will con- 
tinue to be highly competitive. This 
means,, he said, an increased use of en- 
trance examinations, especially those of 
the College Entrance Examination Board, 
and an increased demand for high schol- 
astic achievement on the part of the can- 
didate for admission. It also means that 
Seniors should make every effort to show 
improvement this session over their last 
session's accomplishments. 

It is Colonel Pence's advice that can- 
didates for admission should apply to 
three different types of colleges or uni- 
versities. These types are: (1) the col- 
lege or university of first choice; (2) a 
college or university in the candidate's 
home state that is wholly or partly sup- 
ported by taxation; (3) a small junior 
or senior college, preferably near home, 
with which there is some personal con- 
nection through friends, the church, etc. 
There is little danger, explained the 
headmaster, of conflict between two of 
these groups, but there is a real danger 
in applying to too many institutions with- 
in any one of the groups. To apply for 
admission to Harvard, Yale, and Prin- 
ceton would probably mean that each one 
of them would reject the candidate. Deans 
of admission do not give first consider- 
ation to applications for admission when 
their own institutions are not themselves 
the applicant's first choice. It is Colonel 
Pence's advise that all Seniors consider 
carefully the advisability of taking the 
January aptitude tests of the College 
Board. 
 o  

Notes From The 
Headmaster's Office 

The new head football coach, Lieuten- 
ant Charles W. Ellis, was once refer- 
red to by Coach Frank Murray of Mar- 
quette University as the finest college 
"T" formation quarterback he ever saw. 

Besides rating so highly in football 
while at the University of Virginia, 
Coach Ellis starred in basketball and 
baseball, being an excellent pitcher. As 
a matter of fact, he pitched for the 
winning Valley League baseball ' team 
during the summer. 

Coach Ellis, a native of nearby Har- 
risonburg, Virginia, was born there in 
September, 1922, and graduated from 
Harrisonburg High School. 

Before he entered the army during the 
war, he attended the University of Ala- 
bama. After the war he went to the 
University of Virginia where he made 
the All-State team. 

In addition to his duties as football 
coach, Lieutenant Ellis is an instructor 
in the history department. He also ex- 
pects to be an assistant baseball coach 
next  spring. 

1. Cadets are reminded that communi- 
cations for the Headmaster placed in the 
box by the side of the academic bulletin 
board will receive prompt attention. Place 
transcripts or any type of written request 
in this box. 

2. There will be regular school Sat- 
urday, Octob er 30 and Saturday, Nov- 
ember 6. These two days will be devoted 
to reviewing for the first quarter exam- 
inations. 

3. Seniors are reminded that they 
should make application for admission to 
college not later than November 15. Ask 
your English teacher how to write the 
letter. 

4. Seniors are expected to know grad- 
uation requirements, and if in doubt, they 
should see the Headmaster at once. 

5. Summer credits should be validated 
by our examinations at the earliest pos- 
sible opportunity. 

6. Cadets should not cause themselves 
to be late to class by waiting to see the 
Headmaster or any other faculty officer 
unless by his order. 

7. Every cadet should read the article, 
"Colleges Still in Crowded Condition," 
in this issue in which the Headmaster 
gives advice about applying for entrance 
to college. 

8. From now until the end of the pres- 
ent semester in January changes of 
classes or of teachers of an emergency 
nature only will be allowed. In January 
new beginning classes in Spanish, math- 
ematics, and English IV will be formed 
and at that time there will be a general 
reclassification of any cadet who so 
desires. Seniors are reminded that they 
may not transfer to the Liberal Course 
during their graduation year. 

School Calendar 
1948-1949 

September   15:   Opening  of   School. 
November 10,  11,  12:  First Quarter 

Examinations. 
November 25 :  Thanksgiving Day. 
December   17:   Christmas   Furlough 

begins  at Noon. 
January 4: Christmas Furlough ends 

at Retreat. 
January 26, 27, 28:  Second Quarter 

Examinations. 
January   31 :    Last    School   day   of 

First Semester. 

Feruary 1 :  Second Semester begins. 
March 23, 24, 25: Third Quarter 

Examinations. 
March 25: Spring Furlough begins 

at Noon. 
April 5: Spring Furlough ends at 

Retreat. 
June 1, 2, 3,: Fourth Quarter Exam- 

inations. 
June 4, 5, 6, 7: Commencement. 
June 7: Corps dismissed at close of 

final  exercises. 

English  Department 
(Continued from Page One) 

he   was   an   instructor   of   English   and 
mathematics  for  three years  before be- 
ing  appointed  head  of   the   English  de- 
partment. 

Since he has been at S.M.A., Colonel 
Brice has acted as an adviser to several 
cadet activities, such as thhe Woodrow 
Wilson Literary Society; the debating 
teams, 1924 to 1935; and the Class Day 
Speakers. This year he is commandant 
of   Kable   Hall. 

During the second World War, Col- 
onel Brice, then holding the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel, served as the Di- 
rector of Army Administrative Officer 
Candidate Schools and as the Executive 
Officer in the O.R.C. he is the command- 
ing officer of the 222nd Composite Group. 

Lt  .Col. Wilfred B.  Webb 

Besides being an English teacher, Lt. 
Col. Wilfred B. Webb is also the faculty 
officer in charge of the Cotillion Club, 
the school organization which sponsors 
all the dances at the academy. 

Colonel Webb, who is a graduate of 
Washington and Lee University where 
he obtained his A.B. degree and the 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute, taught at 
Augusta Military Academy for eighteen 
years before coming to Staunton. Dur- 
ing the war he was head of the English 
Department while Colonel Brice was on 
active duty. 

Capt.   Douglas   Sterrett 

After graduating from Randolph- 
Macon College with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree, Captain Sterrett attended the 
University of Louisville, Kentucky, and 
the University of Virginia, before enter- 
ing the Army in the second World War. 
to serve in the tank corps. 

Captain Sterrett is now working for 
his Master of Arts degree while teach- 
ing English III and IV at the Academy. 

He is a native of Staunton, having 
been born here in 1919. 

Capt.  Joseph   R.  Hodges 

Capt. Joseph R. Hodges, the new Lib- 
eral English and English III teacher, 
considers himself a Virginian although 
born in Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

A graduate of Carson-Newman Col- 
lege, ^vhere he received his Bachelor of— 
Arts degree, Captain Hodges has also 
attended the University of Tennessee, 
Southern Seminary, and the University 
of   Virginia. 

Before coming here, Captain Hodges, 
who is a member of the National Society 
of the Teachers of English, was an in- 
structor at the Fork Union Military 
Academy for several years. His favorite 
sports are hunting and fishing. 

Lieut.   O.   Wilson   Lacy 

Another new English II and IV 
teacher is Lieut. O. W. Lacy, who is 
from  Glade  Spring,  Virginia. 

Lieutenant Lacy graduated from the 
Strayer Business College in Washington, 
D. C, where he took a secretarial course. 
In addition, he attended Hampden-Syd- 
ney College to obtain his Bachelor of 
Arts degree and the University of Vir- 
ginia. 

Lieutenant Lacy is a member of the 
National Council of Teachers of Eng- 
lish, the Virginia Academy of Science, 
and three fraternities. At present he is 
contemplating going to graduate school 
to complete a course for a Doctorate in 
Clinical   Psychology. 

Lieut. Joseph Shelton Mabbett 

Besides attending Emory University 
in Atlanta, Georgia, Lieut. Joseph S. 
Mabbett is a graduate of the University 
of Virginia, where he was awarded his 
A.B. degree. 

During the.war he served as a Chief 
Warrant Officer in the army and saw 
action in  Africa,  Sicily,  and  Italy. 

This is the first year of teaching at 
Staunton for Lieutenant Mabbett, who 
considers teaching his chief hobby as 
well as vocation. 

Lt.   Benjamin   Taylor 

Lieut. Taylor, from Norfolk, Virginia, 
is a veteran of three years duty in the 
Navy Hospital Corps, with which he 
served in the Pacific Theatre. He at- 
tended William and Mary College and 
Hampden-Sydney College, where he was 
the associate editor of the student maga- 
zine, The "Garnet", which won honors 
in competition with other college puUV- 
cations. 

This is his first year of teaching here, 
and he is the faculty advisor 0f the 
Bowling Team. 
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W. & L. Frosh Trample 
SMA In Opening Game 

First Eleven Football Squad 

A powerful Washington and Lee Uni- 
versity freshman team, reminiscent of 
pre-war college yearling powerhouses; 

trampled Staunton Military Academy, 
33-7, at Lexington in the season's opener 
for both teams on Sept. 25. 

It was simply a matter of superior 
manpower, especially from tackle to 
tackle, as the W. and L. yearlings took 
a 14-0 lead early in the second period and 
were threatened only once thereafter. 
Fumbleitis, a dreaded football disease 
that that plagued the 1947 edition of the 
Blue and Gold, led to the first two scores 
by the baby minks. 

Following the usual cautious playing 
by both teams for most of the first 
quarter, Capt. Al Vedder's fumble was 
recovered by W. and L. on the S.M.A. 
29. The little Generals pounded out a 
first down to the visitors' 15, but the 
Hilltoppers made a goal line stand and 
took over on their own six. However, 
Larry Spencer's punt was returned to 
the 21, and Sam Bocette passed to Hay- 
ward Trammel for a first down on the 
cadets' scene at the end of the first 
quarter. 

It took powerful Vince Pisano but 
two plunges to reach pay dirt and 
Thompson added the extra point. 

The freshmen took advantage of Jack 
Forgette's fumble to tally again with 
Pisano scoring and Thompson adding the 
point once more. Led by Spencer ad Tim 
Green, S.M.A. rolled up three straight 
first downs, and Forgette raced around 
end from the two for the touchdown, and 
promptly placekicked the extra point to 
end the S.M.A. scoring for the after- 

noon. 
The freshmen scored in he third stanza 

when Trammel made a circus catch of 
Bocette's long pass and Sideris plunged 
for the extra point. Kusnic terminated a 
steady drive by plunging over for the 
fourth W. and L. touchdown, and Sideris 
raced 45 yards behind beautiful downfield 
blocking for the final tally. 

Dave Waters, an S.M.A. backfield 
handyman last year, cavorted for the 
freshman quarterback on the second 
string. Despite the quantity and quality 
of the baby Generals, Capt. Vedder was 
easily the best player on the field. Besides 
doing yeoman work on the offense, he 
gave a line backing exhibition that re- 
minded one of the great Bob Spears as 
he made approximately seventy per cent 
of the S.M.A. tackles. He, the fleet 
halfbacks Spencer and Green and the 
lanky Weatherwax were the bright spots 
in the otherwise dull S.M.A. performance. 

Front,   Left  to   Right—Weatherwax,   Harbaugh,   Hicks,   Vedder   (Capt.),   Lowe,   Fitzgibbon,   Ghear. 
Rear,  Left to  Right—Green,  Mergentine,  Forgette,   Spencer. 

Athelete of the Week 

Our choice of "Athlete of the Week" 
for the first issue of THE KABLEGRAM 

this year is none other than Al Vedder, 
6' 2", 205 pound quarterback and captain 
of the football team. Big Al definitely is 
worth}' of this selection through his 
splendid  performances  in  the  losing  ef- 

Coach Dodge Announces 
Swiming Team Tryouts 

Swimming team coach, Lieutenant Ed- 
ward L. Dodge, has recently announced 
the opening of the 1948-49 swimming sea- 
son with regular practice sessions begin- 
ning at five p. m. daily except leave days. 
Spearheaded by varsity and junior var- 
sity lettermen returning, Coach Dodge 
has expressed optimism for the coming 
season. Several practice meets with the 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and the 
Virginia Military Institute are contem- 
plated  before   Christmas  Furlough. 

There are a considerable number of 
positions on the team open to any new- 
comers who wish to try for them. Pre- 
vious swimming experience is definitely 
not a requisite, as many fast swimmers 
can be turned out by the time the actual 
competitive season begins. 

Free-styles from last year who have 
been down to practice lately are Chamber- 
lain, F.; Bartlett, R.; Allen, G.; Leach- 
man, J.; Johnson, D. 

Among the backstrokers are Dana, D., 
(co-captain) ; Ross, G.; Handel, W.; and 
Kimball, R. Back to swim the breast- 
stroke are Pribor, D.; Perini, T., and 
De Volpi, A. The divers are well staffed 
with Edwards, W. (co-captain), and 

Edwards,  J. 

Al  Vedder 

forts against the W. and L. freshmen and 

the V.P.I, freshmen. 
Against W. and L. his offensive efforts 

included a 15 yard run and a pass to Bob 
Ghear that went for 34 yards. In this 
game he gave a great defensive per- 
formance from his line-backing position 
as he blocked a punt and made at least 
three-fourths of the tackles. In the V.P.I, 
j debacle he completed a pass to Tim 
Green that covered fifty yards and, of 
course, the short pass that Larry Spencer 

When you think of 

JEWELRY and GIFTS it's 

SNYDER'S 
JEWEL BOX 

18 W. Beverley St. 

"We can keep your watch running" 

ELIDE 

ICIOft.lL) 

Despite the two defeats suffered by 
the varsity footballers, the team has con- 
tinued to show rapid improvement. If 
there are no serious injuries, the '48 
edition of the Blue and Gold will be 
a tough pill for any team, no matter 
how powerful, to swallow. However, that 
little word "if" can make or break a 
team. The losses to the W. and L. fresh- 
men and the V.P.I, freshmen have no 
bearing whatsoever on our standing in 
the state military league. Incidentally, our 
neighbors down the road a piece, A.MA. 
lost their first three games to college jun- 
ior varsity teams last year and then 
surged to seven straight victories, top- 
ping it off by winning the Orchid Bowl 
in a post season game. If we could beat 
Massanutten and Fork Union and if 
Fork Union or Massanutten beats 
A.M.A., the state military crown would 
once more return to The Hill. This sit- 

' nation reminds us of a very similar one. 
I in 1944. That year the Hilltoppers, led by 
j tackle Frank Gorrell and halfback Floyd 
Tayloe lost their first three games, tied 
one, lost another, and caught fire, finish- 
ing the season with three straight wins, 
capped by a 7-0 victory over Fork Un- 
ion for the state championship. By the 
way, Tayloe is going great as the regular 
right halfback for the University of 
Virginia, having scored three touch- 
downs in the two Cavalier games to 
date. 

Getting back to the prospects of the 
Blue and Gold, Coaches Charlie Ellis, 
Pride Ratterree, and Frank Socha aren't 
spending any of their sleepless nights 
worrying about the backfield. The first 
string unit of "Old Reliable" Al Vedder, 
Larry Spencer, Tim Green, and Jack 
Forgette is one of the best to represent 
S.M.A. in quite a few years. Also the 
starting  ends,     Bob     Ghear    and    Don 

lugged for a touchdown on a play that 
ate up eighty yards. Against the baby- 
Gobblers the only reason Al didn't make 
as many tackles was because our line 
gave a much improved performance and 
stopped the V.P.I, backs at the line if 
scrimmage more often. However, he did 
another fine defensive job and his offen- 
sive value couldn't be measured purely 
by statistics. The "Horse" meets all the 
requirements of an excellent quarterback 
—a good ball handler, passer, punter, 
runner, and signal caller. Besides being 
captain of the football team, Al is co- : 

captain of basketball, and co-captain of 
baseball. 

The CHECKERBOARD 
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Film Cameras 
Albums Picture Frames 

Best Photo Finishing in Town 
ONE DAY SERVICE 

29  N.  Central Avenue Phone  1766 

Weatherwax, rate highly in comparison 
to S.M.A. flankmen in the past. How- 
ever, the desperate lack of depth, espec- 
ially from tackle to tackle, presents quite 
a problem to the coaching staff. Coach 
Ellis' "split T" attack helps compensate 
for the lack of beef and experience in 
the line while his numerous defensive 
formations  take up the slack also. 

Tackles Bob Harbaugh, Ernest Fitz- 
gibbons, and "Herk" Wolfe, guards 
Frank Hicks, Jack Lowe, John Payette 
and Tom Wellman, and centers "Mergy" 
Mergentime and Doyle Kennedy showed 
a lot of improvement in their perfor- 
mances in the V.P.I, game. Although 
weighing around 140 pounds, "Mergy" is 
one of the scrappiest ballplayers ever 
to play for S.M.A. and his value as a 
morale builder is  immeasurable. 

An important factor in the morale 
department is support from the Corps. 
The spirit was fair against V.P.I., but 
there is plenty of room for improvement. 
The chant of "stick, stick, stick" worked 
very well last year whenever any of the 
Corps got restless at a game and started 
to leave. It doesn't mean the familiar 
delinquency report, but it means stay at 
the game to the bitter end 
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S. M. A. HASH 
A Little Bit Of Everything 

S.M.A. Hit Parade 

"Well, Get It!"—Rat without a hat. 
"It's Magic."—Passing an English IV 

Theme. 
"I Dream of You."—December 17th. 
"Jack the Bellboy."—Cpl. of the Guard. 
"It's   Dreamtime."—Taps. 
"Blue   Shadows  on  the  Trail."—Rat's 

Run. 
"That's   Chick's  Too  Young  to   Fry" 

—Gallagher. 
"Trumpet   Blues"—Reveille. 
"Hog  High  the  Moon."Third  Gallery 

of   North. 
"Confess."—Col.  Hunter. 
 o—  

Never Seen at S.M.A. 

Ogden—In   Help  Class. 
Vernon—Carrying a rifle. 
S.M.A.—Without   Sgt.   Slattery. 
Bonaparte,   C.—Without  Food. 
Mergentime—Being serious. 
Cox—Off  Beat   Squad. 
Blum—Without a date. 
Sick Call—Without Diaz. 
Postoffice—On  Sunday morning. 
"Orderlies Out"—Without Fisher. 
 o  

He's Done Gone 

"Has   anyone  seen   Pete?" 
"Pete Who?" 
"Petroleum." 
"Kerosene him yesterday and he ain't 

benzine  since."—Old Kablegram. 
 o  

Four Way Test 
First  .   .   . 

Is it the Truth? 
Second . . . 

Is it fair to all concerned? 
Third . . . 

Will it build good will and better 
friendships ? 

Fourth .  .  . 
Will   it   be  beneficial   to  all   con- 
cerned ? 

Alumni News 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Warner Smith, 

of Spring Lake, N. J., were recent visi- 
tors on the Hill. Mr. Smith graduated 
in 1916 and almost immediately enlisted 
in the Navy to serve in WWI. 

He stated that his knowlege of mili- 
tary drill gained here resulted in a pro- 
motion soon after he enlisted. In WWI 
Mr. Smith was with the Navy again and 
when the Americans landed in Omaha 
Beach he was in charge of communica- 
tions  for  this  sector. 

While here this week Mr. Smith asked 
about many of the former faculty mem- 
bers and cadets known to him. He re- 
called that day in December 1914 when 
the newly elected president, Woodrow 
Wilson, stood in the mess hall and ad- 
dressed the Corps. 

Following is an excerpt from a letter 
from D.  Miller, 48: 

"Will you please publish my address 
in the next issue of THE KABLEGRAM and 
tell the fellows that I would love to hear 
from each and every one of them." 

Pvt. Donald J. Miller, 57304022 
3732 Training Squadron 
3430 Basic Tng. Group, 
Lockland Air Force Base 
San  Antonio,  Texas. 

S. M. A. Tidbits 
Bulletin:    Rumor has  it  that there is  a certain cadet captain  going 

steady with three  girls—two  at home  and  one here!    How does  he get 

away  with it? 
********* 

I wonder if Heyward Allen still thinks that "rat" is pretty wise? 
********* 

Speaking of the newboys, how are you still getting along? If you 
have any legitimate gripes, just drop me (H.C.L.) a line c/o The Kable- 
gram.    In  addition, I'd  appreciate  any "info"  or  gossip from anybody in 

general. 
********* 

By the way,  it's only 70  days until Xmas.    Then we'll  go back and 

find out whether they were faithful or not! 
********* 

Lost and found Column:    Does  anybody know of a little girl named 
Patty, who comes from Mamaronek, N. Y., and is a freshman at M.B.C.? 

********* 

The Kablegram and Shrapnel need writers—how about some of you 
fellows who can spare a couple of hours each week joining up and in turn 
doing yourself and your fellow cadets a bit of good? 

********* 

I see that the "boys" from last year and years before—Hilliard, Mar- 
shall, Nelson, Boyd, and others came back for another look at their old 
alma mater.    They all concur on one point—things have certainly changed. 

********* 

As informals go that dance last Saturday wasn't too bad. At least 
most of the "rats" were satisfied with their blind dates. The next dance 
that I can think of isprobably the Halloween Ball. I hope that this year's 
dance is as good as the masquerade last year, which was rated very high 

by most of the cadets. 
********* 

Considering the amount of practice we've had, the corps looked pretty 

good at parade. 
********* 

Seniors note:    Only 34 weeks and 4 days till June seventh ! ! ! 

Brain Teasers 

PROBLEM NO. 1 
Johnson's cat went up a tree 
Which was sixty feet and three; 
Every day she climbed up eleven, 
Every night  she  came  down  seven. 
Tell me,  if  she did not  drop. 
When her paws would reach the top. 

Smith: 'Say where 'did you get that 
$10,000.00?" 

Jones: "The other night I dreamed 
of the number seven, and so I said to 
myself, 'Seven times seven is 48'; and 
so the next day I bought lottery ticket 
number 48 and won $10,000.00." 

Smith: You moron, seven times seven 
is 49." 

Jones: "You can be smart, I'll take 
the $10,000.00!" 

—Exchange. 

 0  

Staunton  Bows 
(Continued  from Page  One) 

once more.  Jack  Forgette  got off a  16 
yard run just before the end of the first 
half. 

Green contributed a 17 yard jaunt 
early in the third stanza, but Dick Huff 
recovered Vedder's fumble on the 26. 
Luczak and Boyle supplied the power 
as the Gobblers drove to a first on the 
Staunton one. After two attempts Boyle 
dove for the touchdown. The try for the 
extra point was no good when Luczak's 
knee touched the ground as he lateraled 
to Johnson. 

Halfway through the final period 
Woolsey fumbled Kuhn's punt and the 
ball rolled into the end zone before 
Spencer finally recovered it for a safety 
and an 8 to 0 V.P.I, lead with five min- 
utes remaining. Two minutes later Ved- 
der passed short to Spencer, and the 
shifty S.M.A. halfback outran the entire 
freshman secondary eighty yards for the 
lone Staunton tally. Forgette's attempted 
conversion  was  blocked,  and  the  Tech- 

VISIT 
The Record Shop 

118   EAST   BEVERLEY   STREET 
(Opposite City Hall) 

Featuring the latest hits and Old Favorites on 
Victor, Columbia, Capitol, Decca, Majestic, M. G. M., 
and Signature Records. 

POPULAR  —   CLASSICAL  _   STRING 

THE RECORD SHOP 
Sheet Music and Record Accessories 

men held the ball until the final gun. 
First downs favored the freshmen by 

eight to seven. Joe Collinson, a S.M.A. 
junior varsity performer two years ago 
kicked off for V.P.I, twice and both 
times almost booted the ball out of the 

end zone. 
Lineups: 

V.P.I.  FRESHMEN 

Ends—Shanks,   Patrick,   Carroll. 
Tackles—Huff, Miller, Button, Gerken. 
Guards—Thrush,  Bennett,  Collinson. 
Centers—Kuhn, Hansrote. 
Backs—Johnson,    Luczak,    Frederick, 

McClanahan,    McCarrick,    Leach,    Pitt- 
man, Woolwine,  Boyle. 

S.M.A. 
Ends—Ghear, Weatherwax, Cummings. 
Tackles—Fitzgibbons, Wolfe, Har- 

baugh. 
Guards—Hecks, Lowe, Payette, Well- 

man. 
Centers—Mergentim,   Kennedy. 
Backs—Vedder, Spencer, Green, For- 

gette, Woolsey, Gray, Monserrate, San- 
doz, Fisher. 
V. P. I -  0   0   6   2—8 
S. M. A  0   0   0   6—6 

Scoring: V. P. I. touchdown, Boyle. 
StM.A. touchdown, Spencer. Samety, 
Spencer  (tackled in end zone). 
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Leadership Determines 
(Continued from Page One) 

7. Army   Physical   Fitness   Test. 
All seniors are then arranged in order 

as follows : 
Those who have been here longest are 

at the top of the list with their aggre- 
gate scores opposite their names. Next 
come the 4th year Seniors, then the 3rd 
year Seniors, followed by the 2nd year 
Seniors. Then the Junior and Sophomore 
classes   are   similarly  arranged. 

The final consideration in deciding who 
should get any particular "Make" is 
Leadership; but in filling each job Cadets 
were considered in turn in accordance 
with their place on the list as described 
in the preceding paragraph. All cadet 
captains and lieutenants were taken from 
the Senior class. First Sergeans and Mas- 
ter Sergeants were taken from the top 
of the Junior Class. Then the others were 
taken from the list of "old boys" as a 
whole, with seniors being given a heavy 
preference in each case. In making the 
temporary "makes" all other factors were 
also considered, such as extra-curricular 
activities, particularly athletics. 

The PMS&T expressed regret that the 
NCO grades had to be cut down this 
year in order to agree with the new 
Army organization, thus causing to be 
corporals cadets who would have been 
Sergeants, and to Privates First Class 
those who would have been Corporals. 
But he says he hopes that by the end of 
the year everybody will be used to the 
new grades and that cadet will consider 
it just as much an honor to be a Cor- 
poral this year as they did last year to 
be a Sergeant. Colonel Enslow particu- 
larly stressed the fact that the present 
"Makes" are temporary only, and that 
how good a leader a cadet shows himself 
to be between now and "Permanents" 
will be the greatest single factor in de- 
ciding what his permanent rank will be. 
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