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Seniors Ballot 
For Officers 
Five Positions Being Filled Today 

Staunton Military Academy's Senior Class at the moment 
this Kablegram goes to press is balloting to select its Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Sergeant-at- 
Arms. 

Nominees for these offices, determined by a nominating 
ballot at a meeting of the Senior Class on Tuesday, February 
4, are as follows: 

FOR PRESIDENT: Evans, E. 
N. II; Fesenmyer, Frederick W., 
Jr.; Painter, Allan B.; Painter, 
Simon M., Jr.; FOR VICE-PRES- 
IDENT: Chapman, George A., Jr.; 
Fortoul, Gaston R.; Kaber, Jerry 
A.; Reynolds, William J.; FOR 
SECRETARY: Gianelli, James 
P.; Litzenburg, C. David; Lowe, 
James D.; Stevens, Richard L.; 
FOR TREASURER: Harmatuck, 
Michael G.; Mier, Jose; Tabor, 
Robert G.; Torraco, Ralph J.; 
FOR SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: 
Block, Barney J.; DiTosto, Ronald 
A.; Marmorale, Joseph W.; Trap- 
hagen, Eric H. 

This year the Senior Class is 
choosing its officers entirely by 
secret ballot, both for nominating 
and electing. The four Seniors 
receiving the highest number of 
votes on a write-in nominating bal- 
lot at the Tuesday meeting were 
listed on the ballot all Seniors are 
casting   today. 

Polls, with Junior Non-Com- 
missioned Officers as judges and 
clerks of election, opened at 8:15 
A.M. this morning and will close 
at 1:20 P.M. Seniors have been 
voting at their free periods or be- 
tween classes and at intermission. 
Voting was expected to be heavy 
throughout   the   morning. 

An "electoral board" will can- 
vass the votes shortly after the 
polls close at 1:20 P.M. today and 
the results will be announced soon 
thereafter. A plurality of votes is 
sufficient for election in each cate- 
gory  of  office. 

Lt. Dennis G. Case, faculty ad- 
viser to the Senior Class, super- 
vised the nomination and election 
of class officers. Installation of 
these officers will complete the 
formal  organization  of the  class. 

The Senior Class aids in the 
selection of the dance band for the 
Final Ball in June. A Senior Class 
Banquet  is   held   annually  in  May. 

From The 
Commandant 

To the  Corps of  Cadets: 
Cadets are reminded that 

leave slips are issued for a spe- 
cific purpose, the purpose being 
stated on the slip. 

Hereafter, leaves that are va- 
guely or circuitously written as 
to purpose will be disapproved. 

The Corps is also reminded 
that a leave slip is valid only for 
the purpose for which it was 
prepared. That is, one may not 
write a slip for one purpose and 
later use it for another. This 
practice constitutes "misuse of 
official leave." Mis-statement of 
the real purpose for which a 
cadet intends to use a leave con- 

"falsification   of   official stitutes 
leave." 

Military Ball 
Preparations 
Are Begun 

With only four weeks remaining, 
work has begun on the 1958 Mili- 
tary Ball, always one of the big- 
gest and most colorful dances held 
during the school year. Under the 
direction of Dave Litzenburg, 
Head of the Decorating Commit- 
tee, and the supervision of Col. 
Wilfred B. Webb, Faculty Advi- 
ser, both the Decorating and the 
Cotillion Club Committees have 
begun preparation for the gay oc- 
casion. 

The decoration theme for this 
particular dance is always signifi- 
cant of military life or history of 
some sort. Such themes as the 
"Revolutionary War." the "French 
and Indian War," and "Knights 
In The Days Of Old" have been 
presented in the past four years. 
This year's theme will be revealed 
at a later date. 

One of the most interesting as- 
pects of ea'ch year's Military Ball 
is the traditional figure, which is 
presented during the evening by the 
officers and non-commissioned of- 
ficers of the Corps. It is consider- 
ed an honor to be a participant of 
the  figure. 

The Military Ball is one of the 
four formal dances of the school 
year. Flowers are required for 
cadets'  dates  at  this  dance. 

Cadets   are   urged   by   the   Cotil- 
lion    Club    to    get    dates    for    this 
dance  immediately.    Bids  are  now 
available at the Treasurer's  Office. 
 o  

Band Plays For 
Polio Benefit 

Monday, January 27, the Band 
played for a March of Dimes con- 
cert, broadcast from the Robert E. 
Lee High School auditorium over 
WTON. Ray Honaker and Bob 
Davis, popular local radio person- 
alities, were in charge of the pro- 
gram, which also included the 
Robert E. Lee High School Band 
and the Augusta Military Academy 
Band. Several other musical groups 
participated. 

SMA's band played several pop- 
ular marches, which included Black 
Jack, Semper Fidelis, Chicago, and 
American Patrol. The SMA band 
is under the direction of Major 
Josef  Studeny. 

Lt. Case Named 
Senior Adviser 

Lt. Dennis G. Case has been ap- 
pointed Faculty Adviser to the 
Senior Class by the Superintendent 
of the Academy, Colonel Harrison 
S. Dey. He succeeds Major W. C. 
Moon, who has served in this 
capacity  for  several  years. 

Lt. Case is an instructor in the 
English Department and Faculty 
Adviser to the Kablegram. He re- 
ceived his B.A. degree in 1955 
from Roanoke College in Salem, 
Va., and has done graduate work 
in Political Science at Harvard 
University. Active in debate cir- 
cles while in college, Lt. Case is 
a member of Tau Kappa Alpha, 
national forensics society, having 
been Secretary and President of 
the Roanoke College Chapter and 
having served two terms on the 
National Student Council of the 
society. He was listed in Who's 
Who in American Universities and 
Colleges. 

Schmidt, Goldwater 
Co-edit Scimitar 

Signed: 
W. K. Dove 
Colonel, SMA 
Commandant of Cadets 

Capt. Stacy 
Directs Intramurals 

Captain Al Stacy, of the Mili- 
tary Department, was recently 
named Intramural Athletic Direc- 
tor. 

Stacy was promoted to the rank 
of Captain, U. S. Army Reserve, 
on October 21,  1957. 

The Explorer 
By Mike Goldwater 

At last, we've finally made it: 
Received our share in space. 
It just took a little longer 
To enter in the race. 

The Explorer is its name, 
Or it may be cailed the "bird"; 
Whatever it's called, it's good 
To hear the sound that's heard. 

Who will reach the moon 
Is not for me to say. 
I sure would like to see, though, 
Our flag up there some day. 
 o  

Post Exam 
Hop Held 

On Saturday night, January 25, 
immediately following the second 
quarter (mid-year) examinations, 
the Post Exam Hop was held in 
the Small Gym. The dance began 
at nine o'clock and ended at twelve 
midnight. 

Music for the evening was pro- 
vided by a locally well-known or- 
chestra, The Royal Virginians, led 
by Ray Houser. This was Ray's 
first time at SMA. 

As usual, punch and cookies were 
served to all the "strutters, can- 
tors,  and  cake-walkers." 
 o  

College 
Representatives 
Visit S.M.A. 

Recent visitors at S.M.A. to see 
members of the senior class con- 
cerning entrance to college are: 

Mr. Sam R. Good, Director of 
Admissions, Roanoke College, Sal- 
em,  Virginia. 

Lieut. Commander Peter S. Bran- 
son, Chief, Personnel Procurement 
Section, U. S. Coast Guard, Coast 
Guard Academy, New London, 
Connecticut. 

Mr. H. Edmunds White, Assist- 
ant Dean of Students, Davidson 
College,   Davidson,   N.   C. 

Dr. Clarence R. Moll, Vice Pres- 
ident, Pennsylvania Military Col- 
lege,   Chester,   Pennsylvania. 

Goldwater, Kroutil, Schmidt 

Literary Magazine Is Scheduled 
To Appear On February 28 

The SCIMITAR, the new school magazine, is being co- 

edited by Gary E. Schmidt and Mike P. Goldwater as an- 
nounced by Faculty Consultant Capt. Garland Haddock in 
the last issue of the Kablegram. Jerry-Kroutil is the business 
manager for the magazine. 

Gary Schmidt, from Toledo, Ohio, is also the Editor-in- 
Chief of the Kablegram.    Schmidt is an active member of the 

Howie Rifles and the Rifle Team. 
He has been a member of the 
Quill and Scroll International 
Journalism Society for two years. 
This is Gary's fourth year at the 
Academy, and he is now a First 
Lieutenant  in   "G"   Company. 

Mike Goldwater, hailing from 
Phoenix, Arizona, is the Business 
Manager of the SHRAPNEL and 
the Editorial Assistant for the 
Kablegram. Mike is now the Co- 
Captain of the Rifle Team, a mem- 
ber of the Howie Rifles, a member 
of the Quill and Scroll, and is at 
present serving as a Second Lieu- 
tenant in "F" Company. This is 
Mike's  fifth  year  at  the Academy. 

Jerry Kroutil, a three year man 
at Staunton, hails from Washing- 
ton, D. C, and is presently the 
First Sergeant of "D" Company. 
Jerry is also a staff member of 
the  Kablegram. 

The first issue of the SCIMI- 
TAR will appear February 28. The 
frequency of the issues thereafter 
will depend wholly on the enthu- 
siasm of the cadet corps. If the 
first issue proves to be successful, 
the magazine will become a semi- 
or tri-annual publication for the 
enjoyment of Cadet Corps. 
 o  

Promotions Are 
Announced 

On January the 29th the PMS&T 
issued a list of promotions in order 
to fill up the vacancies left by the 
mid-year  graduates. 

Several officers moved from one 
company to another to take over 
their new job. Captain Kaber, J., 
is now in charge of the first bat- 
talion, while 2nd Lieutenant Max- 
well, R., is acting as company 
commander of the Band. 1st Lieu- 
tenant Gibson, J., is in charge of 
company "A" and "B" company is 
led by 1st Lieutenant Boyd. 

Other promotions are as follows: 
To be 2nd Lt.: Bender, G.; To 

be M/Sgt.: Messer, Jr., and Caudy, 
D.; To be SFC: Biddle, J.; To be 
Sergeant: Howard, G.; Ochs, P.; 
Smith, H; and Tucker, W. To 
be Corporal: Bartlett, B.; Bart- 
lett, K.; Cohen, D.; and Perez, B. 

Mid-Year Entrants Assigned 
The Mid-Year Cadets were as- 

signed as follows: 
Altman, R; and Gee, G. "A". 

Cohen, S; Neitzey, J; and Wright, 
C. "B". Gold, D. and Peacock, E. 
"C". LeMat, J., and Spigel "D". 
Chapman, C; Orrison, A; Gesell, 
W; Gunter, M; Li Gechi, J; and 
Parson, R. "E". Albert, J and 
Blank, R. "F". Reynolds, H, and 
Tillctt,  B.  "Band". 

The "Maj" 
Good Bowler 

Major Charles W. Weidinger 
made a score of 238 while bowling 
with the SMA Military Dept. 
bowling team recently. This was 
Major Weidinger's highest score to 
date. The game included seven 
straight strikes. The SMA Mili- 
tary Department team bowls in 
the   Staunton   Independent  League. 

Cadets Honored 
At Rotary Dinner 

A group of SMA cadets were 
guests of honor a dinner given by 
the Staunton Rotary Club and held 
at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel on 
January 28. 

All cadets who attended were 
sons of Rotarians. There were 
also students from Mary Baldwin, 
Stuart Hall, and Augusta Military 
Academy   present. 

A chicken dinner was served and 
a short talk was made by the foot- 
ball coach at Randolph Macon 
Academy. 
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The Kablegram 
GARY E. SCHMIDT Editor-in-Chief 
PETE TATTERSALL Executive Sports Editor 
JERRY REYNOLDS Managing Sports Editor 
STEWART HANNON  News Editor 
DAVE LITZENBURG Features Editor 
FRANK LEPORE Photography Editor 
RORERT O'HAVER Art Editor 
EDGAR KIRRY Business Manager 
MIKE GOLDWATER Editorial Assistant 
LT. DENNIS G. CASE Faculty Adviser 

NEWS 

Ahbe, J.; Caudy, C; Gillilan, J.; Heenan, R.; Mier, J.; 
Myers, D.;  Sobie, C;  Starry, G. 

FEATURES 

Barr, M.; Bernal, J.; Bird, R.; Henderson, F.; Kroutil, J.; Ochs, P.; 
Roberts, Y.; Sapp, L.; Torraco, R.; Vengoechea, J.; Zeuch, R. 

SPORTS 

Bird, R.; Eisenberg, K.; Grybko, J.; Logan, G.; Messer, J.; Saffer, S. 
Vengoechea, J.;  Wansink,  P. 

Conquest of Space 
Last Friday night the Explorer, the United States' 

entry in the race for conquest of space and knowledge 
of the universe, was finally and successfully launched 
far higher than the orbit of Russia's Sputnik I and II. 
This achievement marked the end of the U. S.'s inferior- 
ity complex in regard to the strength of the U. S. as 
compared to that of Russia. 

The significance of this accomplishment is, for all 
practical purposes, a symbolic rather than physical vic- 
tory. Yet, had Russia not launched its Sputnik at all, 
the U. S. might still be content with past achievements, 
instead of thinking of future goals. In other words, the 
success of the Explorer depended indirectly upon the 
success of the Russian Sputniks. If the world were con- 
trived in such a way that all nations were equal in achi- 
evement, there would be very little need or desire for 
one nation to try to outdo the others. 

Moralizing on this generalization in a more local 
and personal aspect, we might say that our success and 
goals depend largely upon the competition with which 
we have to contend. We must realize that we are all 
replaceable, i. e., that someone is ready to take our posi- 
tion or place, if we falter, or if we cannot live up to the 
responsibility which we now hold. 

This is especially true on the academic level. If our 
grades are not up to par, someone else may easily "re- 
place" us, so to speak, when the time arrives for college 
admission. 

But to a large extent we must set our own goals. 
We cannot let others of equal capabilities exceed our 
standings before we go into action. If we are working 
toward a higher education, we must set the ground work 
and foundation right now while we are in high school. 
We cannot let others send up their "satellites" before 
we become inspired to send up our own. 

GES 

Sportsmanship En Toto 
Saturday night's game against Greenbrier Military 

Academy was a fine and well-played one indeed, and the 
manner in which the Corps supported the SMA team was 
beyond compare. For this display the Corps deserves 
commendation. 

Regardless of personal opinion, though, the oppos- 
ing team does deserve some consideration par- 
ticularly during foul shots. If the Corps can give our 
team a moment of silence then it is only fair that the 
opposing team be given the same and equal considera- 
tion. 

Let's see if we can correct this so that we might 
gain and hold the reputation of being "good sportsmen." 

Schedules 
VARSITY BASKETBALL 

Feb.    8—Washington  &  Lee  Frosh   Home 
Feb.  10—Massanutten   Military  Academy    Home 
Feb. 12—Fork Union Military Academy  There 
Feb. 13—Bridgewater College J. V  There 
Feb. IS—Virginia Freshmen  Home 
Feb. 19—Fishburne Military School  There 
Feb. 22—Greenbrier Military School „  There 

J. V. BASKETBALL 
Feb. 11—Fork Union Military Academy   There 
Feb. 12—Albemarle High  School  Home 
Feb.  13—Massanutten  Military  Academy .    Home 
Feb. IS—Greenbrier Military School   Home 
Feb. 18—Miller School    Home 

7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 

3:30 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Headmaster's 
Notes 

Re-examination marks do not 
become a part of honor rolls. 
Honor rolls are published at 
the end of each semester. 
Cadets on the academic honor 
rolls are excused day study 
hall during the following se- 
mester. 
Cadets are reminded that each 
one must be attending four 
academic classes daily. Any 
cadet with fewer classes 
should see the headmaster at 
once. 
All cadets concerned are re- 
minded that they can not 
transfer to the Liberal Non- 
College Preparatory Course 
during their senior year. Ca- 
dets planning to graduate in 
January, 1959, do not become 
seniors until the beginning of 
the session, 1958-59, in Sep- 
tember. 
Only cadets on an excused 
list (seniors, officers, honor 
students) need not attend the 
day study hall. It is the re- 
sponsibility of the cadet to 
know his own status and to 
govern himself accordingly. 
Seniors are reminded that 
passing their present military 
science course is a prerequi- 
site for graduation. 
Seniors are urged to make 
sure that their present course 
qualifies them for graduation. 
If a senior has ever failed a 
quarter, he should make cer- 
tain that he has made up the 
work. 
Application forms and a Book- 
let of Explanation should be 
requested from the College 
Entrance Examination Board, 
P. O. Box 592, Princeton, 
New Jersey, at once. These 
forms with the proper fee 
must be sent back to the 
Board not later than February 
15, for the March 15, 1958 
examinations. 
Refer to the college catalogue 
or to your direct instructions 
(if any) from the college when 
deciding which examinations 
you are to take. 
When in doubt, if in addition 
to the morning aptitude test 
the afternoon achievement 
tests are required by the col- 
lege, it is customary to take 
English and two other sub- 
jects chosen from your present 
senior course. 
It should be remembered that 
all college entrance negotia- 
tions are between the student 
and the college, but the office 
of the headmaster is glad to 
advise. Too much parental as- 
sistance often hinders the stu- 
dent's chances for admission. 
Members of the Junior class 
are reminded that the May 
College Board examinations 
should be taken by them for 
practice. All college prepara- 
tory students should note that 
the College Board examina- 
tions are a rigid test of scho- 
larship, and that there are no 
examinations offered for such 
subjects as mechanical draw- 
ing, shop, business, etc. The 
reason for this is obvious. 
Please note the following 
dates: College Board examina- 
tions February 8 and March 
15. Third quarter examina- 
tions March 12, 13, and 14. 
Spring vacation begins March 
21 and ends April 1. Satur- 
day school (to follow a Fri- 
day schedule) will be held on 
Feb. 22, Mar. 8, May 10, and 
May 24. Dates for the next 
marking period will be an- 
nounced  later. 

PASS IN REVIEW 

The   Kablegram 
published bi-weekly during the school year 
Dy   the   Cadets   of   the   Staunton   Military 

Academy. 

Subscription    price,    $2.00    per    year,    in 
advance. Advertising rates upon application. 

Entered as  second-class matter October   18, 
1924, at the post office, Staunton, Virginia, 

under the Act of March 3, 1879. 

Gaston Fortoul 
Gaston Fortoul, one of the cap- 

tains of the corps, is commander 
of "E" company. He hails from 
Caracas, Venezuela, where he at- 
tended school before entering" 
Staunton. 

He has won the Merit Ribbon 
twice and the Commandant's Rib- 
bon once while at SMA. He is a 
member of the Howie Rifles and 
has participated in all intramural 
sports. He has been lifting weights 
for four years and spends much 
of his time on the "Hill" in the 
weight room. 

During his second year at 
Staunton Fortoul was a private 
first class; in his third year he was 
a sergeant; and, last year, he was 
a sergeant first class. 

Gaston plans to enter Rollins 
College in Florida or Hartford 
College in Connecticut upon grad- 
uation. 

MILITARY 

BALL 

February 28 

Jerry A. Kaber 
Jerry Kaber, a three-year man 

here at school, was born in Brad- 
ford, Pennsylvania, where he at- 
tended school before coming to 
SMA as a sophomore in  1955. 

During his first year Jerry play- 
ed varsity and junior varsity foot- 
ball, winning a JV letter. He was 
awarded a varsity letter his junior 
year, but was unable to play this 
year  because   of  an   injury. 

Kaber returned as a sergeant in 
"B" company in his junior year; 
this year he was company com- 
mander of "B". Under his leader- 
ship "Bravo" company rapidly ob- 
tained recognition as one of the 
outstanding companies on the 
"Hill," winning Honor Company 
for the first three months of this 
year. Jerry was recently given the 
positions of First Battalion 
Commander and cadet barracks 
commandant  of  South   Barracks. 

Kaber is a member of the Co- 
tillion Club Committee, the Deco- 
rating Committee, the Shrapnel 
staff, and the Howie Rifles. He 
has won the Headmaster's Ribbon, 
the Military Ribbon, the Comman- 
dant's Ribbon, and the Merit Rib- 
bon since he has been at SMA. 

Jerry plans to attend Muhlenberg 
College after graduating from 
Staunton. 

Isn't it about time for Reynolds 
to get another shower in the Mess 
Hall?    Let's  get  to work on  that! 

Girl of the Week 

MISS ANN BARBEE 

Age 16 

Bogata, Columbia 

Attends Stuart Hall 

"Steady" of Cadet SFC 

MIKE PARRISH 
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Rogues Gallery 
Alias 

"PAUL" 
•- •■•-  Paul L. Gilbert 

Claim   to   Fame    Dee 
Racket  Rifle Team 
Jinx   Capt.  Lafoon's cheater 
Sentenced  to  Dee and 

N. C. State 

"BENNY" 
Alias   Ben  R.  Hollis, Jr. 
Claim  to  Fame   being from 

the South  (Alabama) 
Racket  trying to keep room- 

mate off beat squad 
Jinx   Col. Webb's  English Class 
Sentenced to  Georgia Tech. 

"JAKE" 
Alias  James  Gianelli 
Claim to Fame   Coach King 
Racket  visiting after taps 
Jinx  Carucci and  Feingold 
Sentenced  to  Wake  Forest 

"MARBLE EYES" 
Alias -  Robert  Sondej 
Claim to Fame   speakeasy—208 
Racket     car washing 
Jinx   "Battleship"   Becky 
Sentenced  to     the  Academy 

for seven weeks 

"MEL" 
Alias _   Andrew   Melosky 
Claim  to  Fame   Lt.  King 
Racket     prowling after  taps 
Jinx    Carucci and Feingold 
Sentenced to  Wake Forest 

"WARDY" 
Alias  Kevin Ward 
Claim to Fame  beat squad 
Racket „    sleeping 
Jinx  M/Sgt.  Lane 
Sentenced   to      Michigan   State 

"PEANUTS" 
Alias  Frederick H.  Dierking 
Claim to  Fame    Ellen 
Racket .—  getting out of drill 
Jinx  missing "snowbirds" 
Sentenced to ... Univ. of Cincinnati 

"CHIP" 
Alias  Steve J. Leon 
Claim to Fame  Virginia 
Racket   _  no drill 
Jinx .—  Dierking and Bunsavage 
Sentenced to ... VPI or Seton Hall 

"CHARLEY THE BULL" 
Alias   Charles  A.  Neff 
Claim to Fame   Nancy Jean 
Racket    sleeping 
Jinx  Rudy 
Sentenced to ... Univ. of Cincinnati 

"TEX" 
Alias  Worth W.  Barham 
Claim to  Fame  being from 

Texas 
Racket       Medics 
Jinx   Fontana 
Sentenced to   Univ. of Virginia 

"THE PROWLER" 
Alias  Jay D.  Patton, Jr. 
Claim  to  Fame     Marguerita 
Racket  sacking out 
Jinx  Room inspection 
Sentenced to  a thirty day 

vacation 

"J- J-" 
Alias   John  E.  Bunsavage 
Claim to  Fame   taller than 

Sondej 
Racket   playing checkers 
Jinx   Blume  and  Leon 
Sentenced   to    Cincinnati 

SATIRE 
"Sputnik 
Observers 
Deceived" 

Not too long ago—just last week 
—one of the most dreadful and 
horrifying disasters of the century 
occurred. The actual experience 
occurred on the night of January 
28, which, through extensive re- 
search on the part of several in- 
dustrious historians, was ascertain- 
ed to have been a Tuesday. The 
background leading up to the 
"Black Tuesday" is the heart of 
this  report. 

It seems that the well-known 
Soviet "Sputnik II," which we all 
know to be a publicity stunt as an 
advertisement for the Soviet So- 
ciety For The Encouragement Of 
Cruelty To Animals, was making 
several passes over the continental 
United States at previously desig- 
nated times. Several of our most 
noted scientists in the field of up- 
per-atmospheric aeronautics found, 
through "concentrated poker" and 
"canasta calculations," that these 
previously plotted courses were un- 
true. These findings inevitably re- 
sulted in a scientific bedlam. 

Reports concurred that the mem- 
bers of the Committee on Satillite 
Observation had re-plotted the 
courses of the Soviet bulb. The 
chairman of this committee, Pro- 
fessor of Unheard-of Aeronautics, 
George   Chapinski,   stated   that   at 

Hamrick 
Flower Shop 

Flowers for All Occasions 

Dial 5-9975 

18 W. Frederick     Staunton, Va. 

6:50 P.M. on Tuesday night, Jan- 
uary 28, the Soviet Satillite would 
pass  over the city of  Staunton. 

Consequently, on the night of 
January 28, the committee mem- 
bers took their places on the as- 
phalt observatory point and pati- 
ently awaited the appearance of 
Sputnik II. The hour of glory ar- 
rived... and   passed.     The 
bulb did not make any appearance 
and, seemingly, had no intentions 
of doing so. 

Depressed and discouraged, the 
committee chairman and his asso- 
ciates, Professors Marmoal, Krou- 
tinsky, Goldansky, Schmidski, 
Paintinski, A., and Litinsky, re- 
turned to the inner chambers of 
the observatory to search for their 
mistakes. 

One of the committee members 
has given this report of the find- 
ings: 

"The cause of the defect in our 
calculations has not yet been de- 
termined, but we have found that 
Sputnik II has been exceedingly 
low on fuel (Cheerios-Corn Flakes 
combination) during the last sev- 
eral trips about the earth. Reports 
from Idaho say that the bulb did 
pass; so, we have determined that 
Sputnik II evidently was forced to 
stop and refuel somewhere in 
southeastern Ohio or northwestern 
Virginia, and later resumed its 
designated   journey." 

SCIMITAR 
February 28 

Sport Shorts 
By Pete Tattersall 

On the mantels around the Mess 
Hall are found trophies of all 
shapes and sizes. Most of these 
trophies are for sports. As a mat- 
ter of fact, there are 55 various 
cups and "oscars" for sports. Of 
these 55, some 23 are for track. 
This is a pretty good per cent. 
There is one catch. The last track 
trophy was won in 1945. There 
was a time when the track teams 
at SMA were unbeatable. From 
1930 to 1940, under Coach Harry 
Dey, they won the state prep 
school championship four times 
and were runners-up twice. But 
that was long ago. SMA's last 
state prep title was won twenty- 
two  years   ago. 

The track team did not win a 
meet in '56. So, last year things 
looked bad. But the team pulled 
itself out of a slump and made a 
big jump toward having a winning 
team. They defeated Albemarle, 
YES and Fishburne. They lost 
to Greenbrier by 1 point. Wood- 
bury calls Staunton a breather on 
their schedule, at least until last 
year. Woodbury posted a season 
record of 7-0. Their closest call 
was the SMA meet, when they 
came from behind to win by a 
57-52  score. 

Last year's taste of success was 
only a beginning. Graduation took 
its toll, but with new talent and a 
newly found interest in the sport, 
the  outlook  is  bright. 

One thing that is lacking is 
depth. A team can not win dual 
and triangle meets with only one 
good man in each event. The ans- 
wer to this problem lies in the 
Corps. They are the needed depth. 
The material is plentiful, but those 
guys who have it refuse to use it 
for several lame reasons. They 
think that, if they cannot win first 
places, they are of no value. This 
is all wrong. The truth is that 
know they will be beaten and 
haven't the guts to work to im- 
prove. This is where the greatest 
amount of talent is lost. 

Another excuse is that they can- 
not "get in shape" or quit smok- 
ing. Or maybe they say that the 
team doesn't have the equipment 
they had in high school; so they 
won't run. Most of these guys 
could do the club a favor by stay- 
ing away from the track, but there 
are a few who go along with the 
rest of the weak sisters to save 
face, and it's the easy way out. 
These guys we want! They will 
find out the first time they climb 
on the blocks, pick a spot, and 
wait for the gun, the reason a 
guy runs track. The feeling can 
not  be   described. 

Rev. Bob Richards once said that 
track is the greatest of all men's 
sports. He said that when some- 
one wins he does it by himself, and 
when he loses, it is his own fault. 
He cannot blame the team, but the 
loss is his own. The world's great- 
est pole vaulter concluded by say- 
ing, "To be a good track man, one 
must have 4 points: willpower, 
self discipline, adjustment, and a 
desire  to  win." 

After twenty-two years of watch- 
ing other schools take home the 
big one, it's about time we got our 
hands on the biggest of all tro- 
phies. 
 o  

Rumor has it that Painter, A., is 
"snowed." 

SHENANDOAH TAILORING CO., INC. 
MAKERS OF 

ARMY AND MILITARY SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
Outfitters of Staunton Military Academy 

MT. SIDNEY, VIRGINIA 

"Heh-Heh . . . Looks Like I Kinda Forgot to Unload It!" 

SMA HASH 
What goes on behind the locked 

door of Painter and Chapman dur- 
ing  strict  CQ   every  night? 

Biddle's rank hasn't gone to his 
head! His old garrison hat is 
just too small for him now, that's 
all. 

Rumor    has    it that    "Twitchy 
Lou"    finally    got together    with 
"Twitchy       Stew" and       "Short 
Round." 

Kirby  seems   to  have  "quenched 
his thirst" for reveilles once again. 

Who is famous for these com- 
ments: "How bad is that?"—Bid- 
die? "Are you dreamin'?"—Al? 
"I swear that Physics exam was 
wired!"—Stevens? 

Who made this New Year's res- 
olution: "This year I'm going to 
dismiss my classes before two bells 
have rung."—Col.  Pitcher? 

What teacher was hit by a snow- 
ball  the  other  day?—Capt.   H.? 

What 2nd lieutenant in room 806 
has fixed everyone up for the Mil- 
itary Ball  except himself?—Mike? 

Whoever is responsible for this 
snow should be given a congratu- 
latory   citation we've   missed 
two  parades  now thanks  to  the 
"white   wonder." 
^imiiiimiMtmnmMtiitmiMiitM ii MTiiitiiMtii Minium*/, 

INGLESIDE     I 
j       RESORT       [ 

3 miles North on 1 
Highway 11 

§ GEORGE SERRETT, Manager 1 
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QUALITY CUT RATE 

DRUGS 

[ Thos. Hogshead, [ 
Inc. 

\    The Corner Drug Store    i 

It was heard among the New 
York literary critics that Reader's 
Digest has new competition: The 
SCIMITAR. 

Famous quotations from SMA 
classrooms: 

"—Oh Yeah?" 
"Please  you're holding up 

the  learning  process." 
"Doggon' it  „  I'm going to 

go to the Headmaster today and 
get  out  of his  class." 

It has been rumored that a cer- 
tain math student body is a bit 
large for this time of the year. In 
fact, there is one class in which 
two unlucky young scholars must 
stand.-—Wonder how all this came 
about? 

JONES TAXI 
and U-DRIVE-IT 

5 and 7 Passenger Service 
DIAL 5-2326 

16 New  Street 
STAUNTON, VA. 

The Latest In Records 

MORGAN 
MUSIC 

CENTER 

OPEN FRIDAY NIGHTS 
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Complete 
I Photographic Equipment 

and Supplies 

Beverly Book Co. 
Inc. 

9 W.  Beverley St. 
10 N. Augusta St. 

=     HEADQUARTERS   FOR   OFFICE 
z &   SCHOOL   SUPPLIES 
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Shipplett's Cleaning and Dye Works 
Dial 5-4591 Cleaners and Dyers for S. M. A. Dial 5-4591 
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ATHLETES OF THE WEEK Varsity Basketball 
Record Stands — 
10 Wins, 3 Losses 
Four To One In Military League 

Fred Meyei 
Fred Meyer has been chosen an 

Athlete of the Week because of 
his fine display of skill as a J. V. 
basketball  player. 

Fred has been the spark of the 
team so far this season. He is 
high scorer and one of the most 
elusive players on the squad. Fred 
plays with every bit of his body, 
and does not like to stop when he 
is  tired. 

He has been high scorer in every 
game except one. This shows that 
Fred really knows how to handle 
himself  on  the  court. 

Coach King and everyone else 
who has ever seen Fred play feels 
that he will be hard to get by be- 
fore the close of the season. This 
is his third season of JV ball; 
Fred will probably be "in there" 
with  the  Varsity next  season. 

Rifle Team 

Standings 
7 WINS, 2 LOSSES 

Herman Birgfeld 
"Herm" Birgfeld is a sensational 

Freshman swimmer; he can swim 
any and all competitive strokes 
quite well. 

"Herm" has won two events and 
was an important factor on the 
medley relay team which defeated 
Richmond YMCA on February 1. 
"Herm" turned in a good 24.8 for 
the SO yard freestyle against 
V.M.I, for a first, and an excep- 
tionally good 149.6 for the ISO yard 
individual medley relay against 
Richmond on December 8, the 
Navigator's first meet. 

Before coming to Staunton, 
"Herm" swam for the Terrapin 
Swim Club of Washington, D. C. 
At both places, "Herm" has shown 
great progress and potential. 

Swimming coach Ed Dodge be- 
lieves "Herm" could and will be 
one of SMA's finest swimmers. 
"Herm's" times makes some col- 
lege and other swimmers older 
than he blush with embarrassment. 

"Herm" plans to return to 
S.M.A.   for   three   more   years. 

STOP THE PRESS! 
LATE VARSITY BASKETBALL SCORES 

Saturday,  Feb.  1—SMA, 98  „ _  GMS, 93 
Wednesday, Feb. 5—U. Va. Frosh, 81  SMA, 72 
Thursday, Feb. 6—U. of R. Frosh, 59   SMA, 56 

J. V. BASKETBALL SCORES 
Saturday, Jan. 18—GMA JV, 45   SMA JV, 38 
Tuesday, Jan. 28—FUMA JV, 70 _  SMA JV, 62 
Wednesday, Jan. 29—SMA JV, 62  Churchville, 54 
Thursday, Jan. 30—SMA JV, 54  _  Boys' Home, 45 
Monday, Feb. 3—Boys'  Home, 50   SMA JV, 35 
Wednesday, Feb. 5—SMA JV, 64   FMS JV, 28 

SWIMMING SCORES 
Monday, Jan. 20—VMI Frosh, 51  SMA, 35 
Saturday, Feb. 1—SMA, 44  _  Richmond YMCA, 41 
Thursday, Feb. 6—SMA, 46 _.. W. & M. Frosh, 40 

>». D1X1E ££. STRAND 
Continuous Shows Continuous Shows 

Now Showing Now Showing 

WALT DISNEY'S ELVIS PRESLEY in 

"OLD YELLER" JAILHOUSE ROCK 

Ramiro Troconiz 
One of the Rifle Team's Co- 

Captains this season is Ramiro 
Troconiz. Ramiro has been a 
sharpshooter for two years and his 
top scores include a 291 and 388, 
against Pennsylvania Military Col- 
lege and Calumet High School 
respectively. 

A Junior, he will be back next 
season as the Captain—with in- 
creasing accuracy with a rifle. 

The Rifle Team is a little talked 
about sport at SMA. Yet, it is a 
most interesting sport. The team's 
record, including the match last 
Monday, is six wins against one 
loss. The loss was against Chris- 
tian   Brothers  in  a  postal  match. 

Ramiro will be an important fac- 
tor on next season's Rifle Team. 
He hopes that many cadets will 
try out for the squad next year 
and bring a good season to the 
Sharpshooters. 

Ramiro plans to attend the Cita- 
del upon graduation from SMA in 
1959. There he will also try out 
for the rifle team, of course. 

Another Alumnus 
Sn Bowl Game 

George Johnson, of Wake For- 
est, N. C, College, played as 
tackle in the Blue-Gray game, 
one of the numerous post-season 
bowl  contests. 

Johnson played football in the 
fall of 1953, when he was a cadet 
at   SMA. 

HMA, 76—SMA, 53 
SMA's varsity basketball team 

suffered its first defeat of the sea- 
son when they traveled to Chat- 
ham Saturday, January 18, and 
ran into a hot-shooting HMA five. 

SMA held its own in the first 
quarter, with Leon and Dierking 
leading the attack to trail 18-16. 
In the second quarter the Staun- 
ton artillery was shooting blanks 
and the Hilltoppers managed only 
2 field goals and one foul. In the 
meantime HMA tallied 17 points 
on 2 field goals and 13 fouls to 
lead  35  to  21   at  halftime. 

Big 6'5" Bob Burton took over 
for HMA in the third period and 
led them to a S3 to 36, third quar- 
ter lead. 

In the final quarter SMA at- 
tempted a full court press to no 
avail, as it lost Leon and Tucker 
on fouls and SMA went down to 
its   only  loss  so  far  this  season. 

Burton with 22 and Haneline 
with 20 led HMA, while Sondej 
with 21 and Dierking with 12 led 
SMA. 
 o  

Football Letter 
Winners Named 

The following have been award- 
ed varsity football letters for the 
1957  football  season: 

Adams, J.; Bishop, D.; Block, 
B.; Campbell, Tom; Chapman, G.; 
Counts, P.; Dierking, F.; Fesen- 
myer, F.; Flood, R.; Fullam, R.; 
Gianelli, J.; Graham, J.; Harma- 
tuck, M.; Huffman, D.; Kott, S.; 
Lanzetta, M.; Melosky, A.; Neff, 
C; Patton, J.; Plummer, E.; Reil- 
ly, E.; Riley, M.; Simko, R.; Son- 
dej, R.; Theriot, R.; Tucker, W.; 
Ward, K.; Wood, J.; and Maurer, 
J.,  Manager. 

J. V. Letters 
These received letters for J. V. 

Football  participation: 
Balint, B.; Bird, R.; Bunting, D.; 

Chernoff, R.; Crews, R.; DeMaria, 
R.; Draucker, H; Heller, P.; How- 
den, J.; Kaber, J.; Koonce, W.; 
Lucka, R.; Meyer, F.; Miles, J.; 
Rasch, L.; Roache, B.; Schafer, 
F.; Siebert, A.; Slater, T; Stack, 
J.; Staunch, R.; Vizethann, J.; 
Volack, C; Young, H.; and Bur- 
dick, W., and Dawson, H, Man- 
agers. 

SMA, 96— 
VMI JV, 65 

SMA got back on the winning 
trail by gaining its 8th win of the 
season at the expense of the VMI 
Rats in a game played at SMA 
Monday,   January  20. 

With Jordan, Sondej, and Dier- 
king hitting early, the SMA cage- 
men took a 23 to 9 first period 
lead and continued the five-man 
assault in the second quarter to 
take a 44 to 25 halftime lead. Re- 
bounding by Bill Tucker and Fred 
Dierking kept VMI at bay. 

With Dierking scoring 12 points 
in the third period and Jordan 11, 
SMA went way out in front 75 to 
43 at the end of the third period. 

Substitutions dominated the 
SMA lineup throughout the second 
half, and all ten of SMA's play- 
ers were in the scoring column 
with five in the double figures. 
SMA was led by Jordan with 23, 
Dierking 23, Sondej 14, Tucker 10, 
and Bunsavage 10. Diminuitive 
5'6" Bob Farleigh hit for 27 for 
the VMI squad. 
 o  

SMA, 63— 
FUMA, 59 

In a game played at home on 
Saturday, January 25, Coach Bill 
Pandak's hoopsters garnered their 
fourth win against one loss in the 
Military League and their ninth 
season victory against one loss, at 
the expense of a scrapping FUMA 
five. 

Dierking, Sondej, and Tucker hit 
the hoops for 22 points in the first 
period and led FUMA 22 to 14. 
The same trio continued the at- 
tack with Jordan adding 4 points 
in the second period and Tucker 
and Leon controlling the board to 
lead 37 to 24 at halftime. 

The ever fighting Blue Devils 
from FUMA scrapped and hustled 
and worked back to only a 12 point 
defeat at the end of three periods. 
They continued this in the final 
and were only 3 points behind at 
one  time. 

However, Tucker hit a 3 point 
play and took SMA out far 
enough  to  salvage the victory. 

Tucker and Dierking had • 17 
points each, while FUMA had 
Haymore and Cregger with 18 
points as high. 

CADET HEADQUARTERS 
For 

"Nationally Advertised Sporting Goods" 

OFFICIAL S.M.A. AWARD SWEATERS 

THE   SPORTSMAN 
27 North Central Avenue 

Dial 5-4321 "Nick" Nicholas 

SPORT COATS AND SLACKS 

SHOES—LUGGAGE 

Barth, Weinberg & Company 
CLOTHING, SHOES AND FURNISHINGS 

12 South Augusta Street—S. M. A. HEADQUARTERS 
For your convenience we will mail your bill home. 

BOTANY 500 CLOTHES 

ARROW SHIRTS 

FINE GIFTS 


