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Cadets Dewey and Piper with their dates during the Column 
of Fours in the Figure at the Military Ball. 

Military Weekend 
Features Air|Force 

Staunton Military Academy's annual Military Weekend, 
which features one of the branches of the military services, 
took place Friday through Sunday, March 8, 9, and 10. This 
year's theme was the United States Air Force. The spirit of 
the Air Force was seen in everything that took place over the 
three days. 

Preparations for the festivities actually began the week 
before with the arrival of the Air Force Orientation Group 
from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, New Jersey. The 
group consisted of a full scale mock-up of the X-15A2 space 
craft and a T-37B jet trainer and fighter-bomber. The group 
was accompanied by four personnel from Wright-Patterson, 
who display the planes up and down the eastern seaboard. 
They remained throughout the week, giving the Corps and its 
guests a good chance to see both of these planes. 

German Magazine 

Features SMA 
Der Stern (The Star), one of 

Germany's leading magazines, the 
equivalent to Life or Look in this 
country, is doing a lead article on 
Staunton Military Academy. The 
article will appear in the near fu- 
ture. Der Stern's lead photographer 
and its American representative 
were on the campus from March 
15 until March 18 collecting ma- 
terial and photographing for the 
article. 

The representatives, who had 
just returned from covering the 
New Hampshire presidential pri- 
mary elections, were asked by the 
publishing house in Hamburg to 
get pictures and write a story on 
military schools in this country. 
After writing for brochures and 
asking around New York City, 
where the correspondents are lo- 
cated, it was decided to write about 
SMA after the Academy had been 
recommended for a number of rea- 
sons. 

Mr. Roth Winter is the reporter. 
The photographer, Mr. Robert 
Le Beck, one of the finest maga- 
zine photographers in the world, 
received recognition in August for 
his photographic work in Life 
magazine on an article about Pres- 
ident Johnson, his family, and 
ranch. The article had to be com- 
pleted quickly because Mr. Le Beck 
is returning to Germany shortly. 
Since there is no such school of 
this type in Germany, it was felt 
that the article wouH be of inter- 
est to German readers. 

Der Stern magazine was last in 
American news when it purchased 
rights to the William Manchester 
book, The Death of a President, 
before the revisions suggested by 
Mrs. John F. Kennedy were com- 
pleted. 

Staunton last received major 
magazine coverage in the June 7, 
1953 issue of Life magazine. Some 
copies of Der Stern will be sent to 
SMA when the article appears. 
 o  

After short classes on Friday 
morning, the Corps moved to the 
Kable Field stands to watch the 
annual Platoon Drill Competition, 
in which platoons from all of the 
ntle companies compete against 
each other in dismounted drill. 
This year the competition was 
won by the platoon representing 
' Alpha" company. When the com- 
petition was over, there was an in- 
spection in ranks and Retreat on 
the Asphalt, after which the Corps 
was free for the evening. 

Later that night, at nine o'clock, 
Kable Gymnasium housed Cadets 
and their dates for 1968's Military 
"all. The Air Force theme was 
seen again in the decorations, 
which included a large orange and 
white parachute suspended from 
"»e ceiling. At ten o'clock the 
Cadet officers and their dates 
lormed the Figure. It was led by 
Cadet Col. Nolan S. Cutler and 
lus date, Miss Mary Taylor Collier 
trom Newport News, Virginia. 
The assistant figure leaders were 
James M. Crapps, with Miss 
Champ  Carter  Smith  from   Staun- 

ton, and William H. Wilcox with 
Miss Sherry Mercer from Stuart 
Hall. The Figure was presented to 
Maj. Gen. & Mrs. John S. Patton, 
USAF Reserve. The officers then 
formed the impressive arch of 
swords,   which   ended   the   Figure. 

Bright and early Saturday morn- 
ing, the Corps was up and cleaning 
rooms in preparation for the in- 
spection by the visiting Air Force 
officers. The officers included: 
Maj. Gen. Patton, Col. Walsh, 
LTC Oehme, LTC Compton, LTC 
Brant, and LTC. Abernathy, all of 
whom have sons at SMA. After 
the room inspection, SMA's Howie 
Rifles put on a demonstration for 
the   Cadets   and  guests. 

Early that afternoon the Corps 
formed a Review in honor of the 
visiting Air Force officers. During 
the review, the outstanding new 
Cadet from each company received 
a commendation from Maj. Gen. 
Patton. At this time, the outstand- 
ing new cadet of the 1967-68 school 
year was announced. He is cadet 
Paul   Wright,   of   Delta   Company. 

Cadets Cutler, Peterson, Jones, Simons, and Wilcox demon- 
strate the qualities for which they were chosen membership 
in Who's Who. 

Five Cadets Elected to 
Who's Who Among 
American High School 
Students 

Nolan S. Cutler III, Edward G. Jones III, Drew L. Peter- 
son, Charles L. Simons, and William H. Wilcox, Jr. have been 
elected membership in Merit's Who's Who Among American 
High School Students. Students qualified for recognition in 
the national publication are graduating seniors who have dem- 
onstrated outstanding leadership in the fields of academics, 
awards, activities or athletics. Only five per cent of the total 

graduating class may be recommended. A faculty committee, 

formed by Major Case, Major Wease, Captain Ward and Lt. 

Burns selected the students for membership in the organiza- 

tion. 

MSG Mays 

Junior School 
Has Commandant 

Master Sergeant Arthur Mays, a 
native of Staunton, Va., who has 
just retired after 20 years in the 
service, is the new Commandant 
of the Junior School. After his 
basic training at Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina, Sgt. Mays served 
in  Korea. 

In 1964 Sgt. Mays joined the 
military staff at Fishburne Military 
School  in  Waynesboro, Va., where 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 

Nolan Cutler, from Newport 
News, Virginia, is the Corps Com- 
mander. He is also Commander 
of the Howie Rifles, a member of 
the Honor Society, the Honor 
Court, and the Cotillion Club. In 
addition, he is the Co-editor of the 
yearbook, the Blue and Gold. He 
has been a Cadet at SMA for three 
and a half years. 

Ed Jones came to SMA at the 
beginning of his sophomore year. 
From Baltimore, Maryland, he now 
holds the rank of Captain and is 
Band Commander. He has been a 
member of the band since his ar- 
rival at SMA, is a member of the 
Honor Society, an Honorary mem- 
ber of the Howie Rifles, and has 
participated   in   intramural   sports. 

Drew Peterson, from Stoney- 
brook, New York, came to SMA 
five years ago. He is Senior Drill 
Master on the Howie Rifles Team, 
a member of the Honor Society 
and the Honor Court, Secretary of 
the Cotillion Club, and on the 
staffs of the Kablegram and Scim- 
itar of which he is the Distribution 
Editor. He holds the position of 
Brigade   SI   and   the   rank  of  Cap- 

tain.      In   the   fall   he   will   attend 
Stetson  University. 

Charley Simons, from Ann Ar- 
bor, Michigan, came to SMA at 
the beginning of his junior year. 
He is a member of the Howie 
Rifle Team, the Honor Society, 
and is Exchange Editor of the 
Scimitar. He holds the rank of 
Master Sergeant and is on the 2nd 
Battalion Staff. He is number two 
in the senior class and has received 
the S-90 pin. In the fall he plans 
to attend the University of Michi- 
gan. 

Bill Wilcox, in his fourth year 
at SMA, is from Irvington, New 
York. Editor-in-chief of the Kable- 
gram, he is also a Senior Drill 
Master on the Howie Rifle Team, 
a member of the Honor Society 
and the Honor Court, and the 
President of the Junior Classical 
League. He is on the Cotillion 
Club, has received the S-90 pin, 
and a National Merit Scholarship 
Commendation. He holds the posi- 
tion of 2nd Battalion Commander 
and the rank of Lt. Col. Number 
one in the senior class, he plans 
to attend Princeton University in 
the fall. 
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Book Review 

The Hobbit 

MCCLUHEPTG.CO..lNC.,VERDNA,VA. 

The Death Of 
Graduate Schools 

The Selective Service System has recently announced an 
end to all draft deferments for graduate students who are not 
taking medicine or dental studies. Although it is true that the 
draft was unfair before by letting some people get away with 
no service, this last move showed a lack of judgment and a 
lack of anticipation of the future. 

What will happen in the 1970's and 1980's when the 
United States desperately will need engineers, scientists, law- 
yers, and teachers? There is already a shortage of people in 
these professions. This decision may have helped the immedi- 
ate problem of getting men to fight in Viet Nam, but by do- 
ing this it has definitely hurt the nation's future. 

It may be the belief of the men who made this decision 
that those people who really want an education on the gradu- 
ate level will go on and get it after serving. This belief is 
founded on faulty reasoning. It is true that a few will go on, 
but many more will have plans of marriage and will not be 
able to afford going back to school. Others will decide that 
their life had been delayed too long and that they do not have 
time to go back to school for they must start earning a living. 

The problem of how to have a just draft is immense. It 
is probably an impossible problem because the draft can never 
be made fair to all. Thus, the draft should not concentrate so 
hard on taking Americans who can do most for their country 
in fields other than military service. When graduate students 
are drafted, future rocket scientists, nuclear physicists, diplo- 
mats, politicians, and college professors will be getting killed 
in Viet Nam, or their plans for the future will be ruined and 
their true potentials will never be reached. What will America 
do without these people to lead it and think for it? 

W.H.W. 

Is Spring The End 
Of The Year? 

Spring Furlough has finally arrived. It has been long 
awaited by Cadets who have envisioned over a week of doing 
whatever they want. That's fine. Just remember that this is 
only Spring, not summer. 

It is an all too familiar occasion for a Cadet to come back 
from his furlough and start his summer vacation about three 
months early. This is altogether ridiculous and harmful to 
any person who has any hopes of a successful life. Things 
which are only half done are worse than things which are 
never even started. This applies to years of work as well as 
to anything else. 

The Corps of 1968 will be ruined if everyone just stops 
after spring. A good year goes all the way through to June, 
not just to April. Do not ruin that which has been already 
begun well. 

W.H.W. 

by  William  H.  Wilcox 

J. R. R. Tolkien, in The Hobbit, 
has created what will likely be the 
greatest work of fantasy of this 
century. He has totally left reality 
behind and vividly brought forth a 
world which has been created en- 
tirely  by  his  imagination. 

The Hobbit is nothing but sheer 
fantasy containing dwarves, elves, 
dragons, wizards, and goblins. The 
main character is Bilbo Baggins, a 
Hobbit. The Hobbit is a new crea- 
ture in the world of fantasy. Hob- 
bits are small people who are larger 
than dwarves. They love peace and 
quiet and do not take any actions 
that could be classified as an ad- 
venture. Hobbits are inclined to be 
fat because they eat six times a 
day and have very little exercise. 
They wear brightly colored clothes 
but no shoes, for their feet are 
protected by hair on the soles of 
their  feet. 

Bilbo Baggins is an unusual Hob- 
bit because he agrees to accompany 
a group of dwarves on an adven- 
ture which takes them to many 
distant lands. This adventure 
makes up the main plot and bulk 
of the novel. On his return Bilbo 
is never fully accepted by his fel- 
low Hobbits because of his adven- 
turous  character. 

It is a point of controversy 
whether or not Tolkien had intend- 
ed any meaning or had any pur- 
pose when he wrote The Hobbit. 
Upon first reading the book, one 
feels that anything this unreal must 
be full of symbolism and must have 
a deep hidden meaning. After 
thinking about it, it is nearly im- 
possible to come up with one un- 
derlying theme which is followed 
throughout the work. Some critics 
seem to believe that The Hobbit 
is a satire on the life which mod- 
ern man lives, but it is hard to 
point to any evidence in the novel 
to support  this  theory. 

Tolkien himself claims that the 
novel has no meaning. He original- 
ly stated that The Hobbit was 
written only to amuse his children 
and that he had no intention of 
ever publishing this work. Later 
Tolkien contradicted this point; so 
Tolkien cannot be believed when 
he talks about the meaning or lack 
of  meaning  in  The  Hobbit. 

It is unusual that Tolkien ever 
produced such a work because he 
is primarily a college professor. In 
fact, he is probably the world's 
foremost authority on the Old Eng- 
lish language. His familiarity with 
Old English is shown in The Hob- 
bit. The style of writing is similar 
to that found in Old English writ- 
ings. Also, many things that hap- 
pened in the book were common in 
the early English history. The rid- 
dle game between Bilbo and Gol- 
lum is an example of this. 

The Hobbit is the type of book 
which cannot be put down after it 
has been picked up. In reading 
this book, a person can enter into 
the world of the Hobbits and 
thoroughly enjoy it. After reading 
the book, most people will get in- 
terested enough in Hobbits to read 
The Lord of the Rings trilogy 
which takes up where The Hobbit 
leaves off. The Hobbit is definite- 
ly one of the most fascinating 
novels  written  in  this  century. 

OFF BASE 
You know why TEACHINO Is 

suoh a REWARDING 
profession? 
Because ever/ 
so often 
something 
WONDERFUL 
happens that 
lets you 
know all the 
STRUGGLE and 
SACRIFICE 
has been 
WORTH WHILE! 

You take them as SMALL 
CHILDREN and spend 

YEARS destroying 
their natural 
instincts! 
STIFLING 
their Innate 
curiosity! 
SMOTHERING 
their oreatlve 
talents! 

But ALWAYS you're ASKING 
yourself is It 

REALLX WORKING? 
Am I REALLY 
destroying their 
native oapaolty 
for HUMAN 
DIGNITY? 
Am I REALLY 
turning them 
Into PAVLOVIAN 
AUTOMATONS? 

Slowly, painstakingly you 
BEAT them Into a 

faoeless mold! 
POUND the 
mythology of 
the corporate- 
military state 
Into their 
numbed minds! 
HOUND them 
Into blind 
acceptance 
of AUTHORITY! 

And then one day some 
kid grows his HAIR 

long In a last, 
spluttering 
attempt at 
SELF-EXPRESSION! 
You grab your 
SCISSORS and 
HACK It off 
and watch him 

slink 
'WHIMPERING 

baok to 
olass 
and 

(choke) 
you KNOW 
that you've 
WON! 

SOMEDAY the 
SCISSORS will be 
recognized as 
the SYMBOL of 
our educational 

system! 

®jm 

From the Toronto Star 

Letters To The Editor 
Dear  Editor: 

The loudspeaker is, to say the 
least, the worst noise offender. It 
is a nuisance. Many of the an- 
nouncements seem of less than ur- 
gent value, are repeated several 
times, affect only a few people, or 
could just as well be posted or 
placed on the daily announcement 
sheet. In fact, careful prior plan- 
ning by all concerned could elimi- 
nate the necessity for a great many 
of  these. 

In the afternoons, a staccato of 
interruptions, punctuated by noise 
in the quadrangle, all but frustrates 
any meaningful help class in South. 
On two occasions the loudspeaker 
even has been used during the 
class periods. Moreover, students 
sometimes make the announce- 
ments. 

Finally, the use of the speaker 
system on weekend mornings lacks 
consideration for the comfort and 
convenience of resident faculty 
members whose life, at best, lacks 
the quiet of most residential en- 
vironments. 

Sincerely, 
The  Faculty  Committee 
on   Preservation  of 
Sanity   (FCPS) 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

he served until 1967. He then left 
for a tour of duty in Vietnam 
where he served with the 4th In- 
fantry Division. In Vietnam, Sgt. 
Mays was stationed at Chu Lei and 
Plea-Ku. He returned to the States 
on   February   9,   1968. 

This is not Sgt. Mays' first time 
as a member of the SMA military 
staff, he was here from 1960 until 
1963 and served as the Tactical 
Officer   for   Delta   Company. 

Colonel Dey 
Recovers At Home 

Col. Harrison S. Dey was re- 
leased from King's Daughters' 
Hospital on Monday, March 4, 
1968. His doctors there felt he 
had progressed well enough to re- 
turn to his home, where he is re- 
covering very well from his ill- 
ness. 

It is doubted whether Col. Dey 
will be able to rejoin the staff for 
the remainder of this year, but he 
should be back for the opening of 
school  next  Fall. 

The Kablegram staff, the faculty, 
and the Corps wish to extend a 
most hearty "welcome back" to 
Col.  Dey. 

Dear   Editor, 
Staunton's student body num- 

bers well over 600. Nine can play 
baseball, eleven can play football 
and five can play basketball. What 
are   the   rest  of  us   to  do? 

Why not build a recreation 
room? It is certainly better for 
one to play a game of pool or go 
bowling  than  to  sack  out. 

A "rec" room is more than just 
a place to go in the afternoon; it's 
a place where one can meet his 
fellow Cadets who share the same 
interests. I've been here a number 
of years and I still see a new face 
everyday. 

Why make us wait until the 
weekend to occupy ourselves? 
There's little to do in Staunton as 
it is now. 

Sincerely, 
Drew  Peterson 

KABLEGRAM KUTIE 

MISS SALLIE PROCTOR 

Winston-Salem, N. C. 

Age 17 

Friend of 

Bruce Hubbard 
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Howies Take Third 
At Fort Meyer 

A select group of SMA's Howie Rifles journeyed to 
Washington, D. C. on March 16, 1968, to compete in the first 
annual High and Prep School ROTC Drill Competition. The 
competition, sponsored by Georgetown University and the Re- 
serve Officers Association, was created to give high school 
age drill teams a chance to compete with one another and give 
them some experience in performing. It was stated at the end 
of the competition that Georgetown hoped that within a few 
years it would develop into the National Junior ROTC Drill 
Competition. 

The Howies in the group were composed of the thirty 
members of the marching unit and three other Cadets selected 
for individual drill competition with M-l's. They boarded 
their bus and departed from the Academy at about 2:00 p.m. 
Friday afternoon. They arrived at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, 
where they spent the night. After cleaning the barracks 
where they were quartered, the Cadets were granted general 
leave until 11:00 that night. Some of the Cadets who lived 
in the area had dinner with their parents, but the majority en- 
joyed the hospitality of the G.I.'s on the base. 

Arising the next morning at 5:30 
a.m., the drill team fell out for a 
last check on the routine and sev- 
eral last-minute changes due to a 
changes in the starting point on 
the floor. After eating breakfast in 
one of Belvoir's mess halls, the 
Howies packed up and boarded the 
bus to go to Fort Aleyer, about 
two miles outside of Washington. 
The opening ceremony was at 8:30 
and the competition began-shortly 
after. 

The drill competition was set up 
in three areas; basic unit drill with 
three awards given, individual 
drill with nine awards given, and 
trick drill with three awards given. 
There were also three overall tro- 
phies given to the high point 
teams. 

The first competition was the 
basic unit drill, with nine schools 
entered. It consisted of basic dis- 
mounted drill—every movement in 
the manual. Following this was 
the individual drill. Entrants from 
each school were formed in file 
across the gym floor and drilled. 
They were eliminated individually 
when they made a mistake until 
there were nine contestants left. 
Men of these nine finalists were 
drilled individually for a score. Sil- 
ver bowls were awarded for the 
first three places, silver medals for 
the next three, and bronze medals 
f°r the last three. One SMA Cadet 
was a finalist, finishing seventh. He 
was Cadet J. Courtland VanClief 
01 "C" Company. 

Following a lunch break, the 
much awaited trick drill competi- 
tion started. The first team to com- 
pete was the "X-Squad" from 
Xavier High School, New York 
City. This was the only team that 
the  Howies   saw   until   after   their 

own performance. The X-Squad 
put on a very impressive perform- 
ance, including an individual per- 
formance by their commander who, 
among other things, spun an M-l 
with bayonet twenty-seven times in 
an airplane spin. 

After the Howies performance 
they returned to the stands to 
watch the final drill team perform. 
Then there was an unexpected an- 
nouncement: there was a tie for 
first place between the X-Squad 
and a dark horse, Fishburne Mili- 
tary School. The two commanders 
met and tossed a coin to see who 
would compete first in the drill-off. 
The X-Squad won and went 
through their routine again. Fish- 
burne then performed, and the 
Howies, as a whole, were as shock- 
ed by their performance as by the 
fact that they had tied the X- 
Squad. Their routine was excel- 
lent; it included some individual 
performances and the forming of a 
giant pin-wheel around the com- 
mander. After they finished there 
was thunderous applause. The 
judges deliberated and by their de- 
cision, first place was awarded to 
Fishburne, with the X-Squad of 
Xavier taking second. The Howies 
finished  third. 

The Robertson 
Poll of Cadets 

The fourth poll in this series was 
taken on March 7, 1968 from the 
Seniors at SMA. Here are the re- 
sults: 

Richard Nixon won the presi- 
dency at SMA with these percent- 
ages: 

Richard Nixon   53% 
Robert Kennedy  20% 
George   Wallace   -    10% 
Not   Sure    17% 

When asked who cadets think 
are more popular between the two 
girls' schools in the Staunton area, 
these  results   were  obtained: 

Fairfax Hall  Girls   62% 
Stuart  Hall  Girls    19% 
Not Sure  19% 

The last question on the poll was 
"Do you think the voting age 
should be lowered to 18?" Here 
are   the   results   to   this   question: 

Yes     70% 
No  27% 
Not Sure   3% 

If you would like to see any 
special questions run in this poll 
just write them down and turn 
them  in  to  room  306  (South). 

G.P.R. 
 o  

Date of G. I. 
Is Announced 

Following the return fro m 
Spring vacation, SMA will once 
again confront its annual Govern- 
ment Inspection, or as it is com- 
monly called,  "G.I." 

Heading the inspection team this 
year will be Col. William F. Lo- 
vell, Professor of Military Science 
at Penn State University. Col. 
Lovell will be assisted by Capt. 
Larry Nix, Hqs. 1st Army, and 
Sgt./Maj. Kevin Miller, also from 
Penn State University. Unofficial 
members of the inspection team 
will be LTC. Anthony Costellano, 
Commandant of Cadets at New 
York Military Academy, and one 
other senior army officer, not yet 
revealed. 

Much work is done by the Corps 
in preparation for this inspection. 
The rooms and barracks are turned 
inside-out and are given a complete 
going over. The Corps is at its 
best for this inspection and usually 
gives  a good  performance. 

The date of G.I. this year is 
April   12th. 
 o  

Blue and Gold 
Is Completed 

The Blue and Gold staff is 
proud to announce the completion 
of the Blue and Gold for 1968. 

This year's Blue and Gold was 
co-edited by Col. Nolan Cutler and 
lst/Sgt. Chris Fertig. It will con- 
tain sections on academics, classes, 
sports, military, activities, and or- 
ganizations. An unusual cover de- 
sign has been adopted, which will 
be concealed until late May, when 
the yearbooks  will be issued. 

The staff of the Blue and Gold 
have labored long and hard pre- 
paring for the Corps the best year- 
book ever. Presently, the Blue and 
Gold is sporting a total of two 
hundred and twenty four pages, 
possibly  the largest ever. 

INGLESIDE 
FAIRWAY 

MOTOR INN 
1 Mile North of Staunton 

on Highway 11 

Howard   M.   Davis,  Manager 

Tommy  Tucker,   President 

BROOKS 
RESTAURANT 
REAL COUNTRY HAM 

CHOICE AGED 
WESTERN STEAKS 

(Cut  To  Order) 

PAN FRIED CHICKEN 
SEAFOOD 

U.   S.   11   North,  Verona 

Phone 886-1722 

Barth, Weinberg & Company 
CLOTHING, SHOES AND FURNISHINGS 

12 South Augusta Street-S. M. A. HEADQUARTERS 

Colonel Plott 

Speaks To Corps 

On Vietnam 
Wednesday afternoon, March 6, 

the Corps of Cadets attended an 
assembly on the United States Air 
Force in Vietnam, conducted by 
Colonel William C. Plott of the 
USAF. Colonel Plott presented an 
interesting film on the training of 
the Vietnamese officers and enlist- 
ed men for the war effort. Colonel 
Plott also included in his talk some 
of the tactics which the Vietnamese 
Army are using for the light weight 
reconnaisance planes and helicop- 
ters in order to support their troops 
against the Viet Cong. 

Colonel William Plott, United 
States Air Force, had served in 
Vietnam during 1964-1965. During 
this time he has earned the Viet- 
namese Bronze Star, Flying Cross, 
and Legion of Merit, in addition 
the United States Flying Cross air 
medal and Bronze Star. 

At the end of the assembly, Col- 
onel Plott was awarded a citation 
making him an honorary 1st Lieu- 
tenant in the Corps of Cadets 
which authorizes him to wear the 
cadet officers belt. 

Colonel Plott is the PAS at Vir- 
ginia Military Institute and took 
time to discuss AFROTC with 
several  interested  Cadets. 

Corps Leaves 
For Spring 

Once again it is nearly time for 
the Cadets to put away the 
thoughts of the military life and 
enter the world that surrounds 
them. On March 22, Spring Fur- 
lough will begin at 1:00 after a 
formation on the asphalt. Since 
Christmas this day has been in the 
mind of every Cadet. 

Buses, planes, and trains head- 
ing for nearly every part of the 
United States will be boarded by 
Cadets eager to remember what it 
feels like to be alive. Soon the 
uniforms will be thrown in a cor- 
ner and civilian clothes will again 
be worn. 

For most people, Spring means 
a chance to relax and do what they 
want. For a few it means getting 
home to work, but for all it means 
getting away from SMA. No long- 
er will they get up before the birds 
and go to bed when everyone else 
is  just  getting up. 

Everyone will have the chance 
to get a well deserved rest and to 
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Mrs. Kay Hodge 

Leaves SMA 

After Five Years 
After five years at the Academy, 

Mrs. Kay Hodge, the Command- 
ant's Secretary, will resign. Mrs. 
Hodge had planned to leave March 
22, the day beginning Spring vaca- 
tion. However, she was forced to 
leave earlier due to a sudden ill- 
ness. Mrs. Hodge was originally 
resigning to prepare for her daugh- 
ter, Bari's, wedding in June. She 
entered the Kings' Daughter's Hos- 
pital March 8 and will possibly 
remain there for two or three more 
weeks. 

Mrs. Whitesell, who started work 
on March 11, has become the Com- 
mandant's new secretary. She has 
done other secretarial work in the 
past, and has worked for the Uni- 
versity Hospital as a bookkeeper. 
Her husband is the Agency Man- 
ager for the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Company. She has two 
teenage daughters, Linda and Elea- 
nor. 

Mrs. Hodge will leave in the 
hearts of the Cadets many fond 
memories. 

get ready for the last few months 
of the year. They will return to 
SMA thinking of that day in June 
when they once more can return 
to normalcy. 
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THE      KABLEGRAM 

The Hilltoppers scramble for the ball at Hargrave. 

Cage Comments 
by Bob Dewey 

The opening game of the 1967-68 Virginia Military School 
League Basketball Tournament at Hargrave saw the AMA 
Blue Streaks playing Greenbrier Military School. AMA won 
the right to play SMA as they handled Greenbrier fairly easily. 
The next night it was the Hilltoppers against AMA and the 
host Hargrave opposing Fork Union. In these semifinals 
Staunton and Hargrave won the right to meet each other for 
the third time of the season. SMA had won both previous 
games. In the semifinals, the Hilltoppers' victory over the 
Blue Streaks was not an easy win. AMA played very well 
and led most of the way until the fourth quarter. The Hill- 
toppers came back with their second half ballplaying and won 
by a score of 102 to 93. 

SMA's final game of the tournament was against a tough 
Hargrave team. Staunton was shooting for an unprecedented 
third consecutive VMSL Tournament title. Although the 
game was played at Hargrave, the team counted on having 
good support because more than a third of Staunton's Corps 
was there backing them up. The great enthusiasm and fine 
support could not help the Hilltoppers squeeze out a victory. 
As soon as the game began, Hargrave grabbed the lead. The 
Hilltopper's shooting was somewhat off, and they could not 
get a go-ahead chance. During the second half it looked like 
Staunton when they took a one point lead on a long jump shot 
by Jerry McKinney, but Hargrave, still shooting well, regain- 
ed the lead and never lost it again. 

The final score was HMA 65 and SMA 62. The high 
scorers for Staunton were Robbie Hicklin and Ernie Magri 
with 16 points each. 

Tony Werner was named Most Valuable Player of the 
tournament along with being on the All-Tourney first team. 
Brad Obermiller and Ernie Magri were on the second team. 
Tony Werner and Gerry McKinney were named to the All- 
league first team. Werner and Mike Kane were voted as best 
players on the team by their teammates. 

SMA finished the season with a 20 and 2 record. Both 
losses were suffered on the road. Coach Pandak said that this 
was one of the best teams he has coached in his 14 years as 
head coach at SMA. 

ROVING REPORTER 
by  Lawrence  Miller 

With the fact that Spring fur- 
lough is just around the corner 
there is not much to be said, ex- 
cept for the fact that the warm sun 
and fresh air will be here to greet 
our dreary return. The time is 
once again approaching when the 
cadets catch "benys" or "rays" or, 
as the square people call it "some 
sunlight." But, no matter what we 
call it, it is coming along with 
daydreaming, sleeping, and maybe 
some more sleeping. Results from 
a recent survey showed that 99% 
of all the people at this academy 
like the spring time. The other 
1% didn't like any season and 
would just as soon be dead. There 
is a problem, however; with all this 
warmth streaming into our bodies 
a certain trait pops out of it's dor- 
mant state, this little bug is called 
laziness. It is a wonderful feeling; 
just relax under the warm sun, and 
then   hope   for   the   telltale   Sunday 

showers to wash away the parade. 
But think twice: is it worth while 
to lie in the warm sun? Well ac- 
cording to another survey, the 
answer is a big, fat, sunburned 
yes. Most seniors are accepted into 
a college, not the one of their 
choice, but a college. This situa- 
tion brings about what is known as 
the "senior slide." A period of do- 
ing absolutely nothing, of wanting 
nothing, giving nothing and there- 
fore getting nothing but a good tan 
and a hopeful 70 in Government. 
The drink machines are spewing 
out drinks as if they were going 
out of style, and then when they 
run out of the flavor one wants he 
is tortured by the sight of cans of 
the drink he desires surrounding 
him, empty. Tortured to the brink 
of suicide, this person won't pick 
it up but merely kick it elsewhere, 
with the hope of torturing some- 
one  else. 

J. V.'s Enjoy A 
Winning Season 

This year's J. V. Basketball 
Team, led by Coach Burnett, came 
through with a winning season. 
The starting team consisted of Co- 
captains Brad Fisher anil Dave 
Frank, Kevin Winert, a fine shoot- 
er and playmaker, and Jack Turner, 
a first year boy doing a big job. 
Neil Rodgers, a strong player, 
came up from the number six posi- 
tion to start as Armondo Guerra 
left the team. Doug Lemay, whose 
excellent shooting ability helped 
the team out in tough moments, 
often played. Jim Connell and Mike 
Waller often filled in and made 
some first rate shots. Stu Waddey, 
and small but quick Bobby Mon- 
tano, were also in there, fighting to 
help  win  the  games. 

The season started out with 
SMA winning the first three games. 
The AMA games were easy vic- 
tories as the J.V.'s doubled AMA's 
score both times. But unlike AMA, 
VSDB was quite tough. Fortunate- 
ly, Guerra came through to win 
the game for the J.V.'s by being 
high scorer, high rebounder, and 
scoring the final point to win the 
game, as Fisher and Frank fouled 
out. 

The team went to Greenbrier for 
their next match and lost the game 
49 to 54. Fighting to get back in 
the winning lane, Brad Fisher 
scored 26 points against Massanut- 
ten to help the team win by an 
easy 78 to 39. SMA lost to Fork 
Union by a score of 45 to 69 even 
though team captains Fisher and 
Frank scored 21 and 17 points re- 
spectively. 

The team's next game was a 
rough one against Hargrave. The 
J.V.'s lost by a score of 52 to 69 
as Kevin Weinert hastily tried to 
catch up by sinking 14 points. Then 
it was away to Massanutten where 
the team doubled their score in 
their gym. Still fighting for a win- 
ning season, the J.V.'s took a hard 
loss to Boy's Home on their own 
court. Again they came back to 
beat Greenbrier to give them seven 
wins for the season. SMA J.V.'s 
lost their last two games to the 
hardest teams, Fork Union and 
Hargrave. 

High scorers on the team were 
the co-captains; Frank averaged 11 
points   per   game   and   Fisher   17. 

Dear Gulliver, 

Now, that wasn't really 

very nice of you. 

Sincerely, 

The Empress 
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ATHLETE   OF   THE   WEEK 
yssE5 

TONY WERNER 
Tony Werner, from Madonna, Ohio, plays forward on 

SMA's basketball team. He was selected athlete of the week 
because of his outstanding performances against Hargrave and 
AMA in the VMSL tournament. Werner was named most 
valuable player in the Tournament and was elected to the All 
Tournament First Team. 
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Guitars & Stringed Instruments 

K A B L E ' S,    INC. 
128 W. Beverley St. 
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Get Your Hobby Supplies 

At 

The HOBBY 
SHOP 

32 N. Augusta St. 

Across from YMCA 
Staunton, Virginia 

Billy 

Budd's 

Restaurant 
6 a.m.-10 p.m. Daily 

Use  The 

SMA 
BARBER SHOP 

South Barracks 
C. 0. Sprouse 
George Knibbs 

Shipplett's Cleaning and Shirt Laundry 
Dial 886-4591 Cleaners for S. M. A. Dial 886-4591 


